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Daughter learns 
cost of loving 


A health authority and social services team cannot 
decide about care for a severely disabled man. 


Brian Parker is brain damaged 
and left hospital three years ago 
after an 18-month stay following 
a heart attack. He is still totally 
dependent, cannot talk, and is 
incontinent. 

Mr Parker’s care is provided 
by South Cheshire Health 
Authority and Cheshire County 
Council Social Services. 

But South Cheshire Health 
Authority, which paid £90,000 a 
year for his care, says he has 
improved and plans to reduce the 
service, 

It has suggested four hours of 
care a day and calling every 
three hours to turn him at night. 

Daughter Linda, who lives 


with her father but works 
nights part-time, is furious. 
“These proposals would leave 
me no life. My father needs 
medical attention 20 times a 
night and a constant watch.” 
Leslie Klein, consultant in 
health medicine with South 
Cheshire Health Authority, 
said: “Over the past three years 
Mr Patker has improved sub- 
stantially and following an 
independent assessment every- 
one involved has agreed the 
medical care should be substan- 
tially less. A sitting service is a 
social need.” 

He said nothing was finalised. 
A spokesman for Cheshire 


County Council social services 
said: “The whole purpose of the 
proposals was to discuss them 
with Ms Parker and consider 
her observations.” 

A friend, Garry MacPhail of 
Chester and Ellesmere Port 
Community Health Council, 
said: “I was amazed at the pro- 
posals. This kind of wrangling is 
not unusual. I know of three or 
four other cases.” 

Chris Vellenoweth of the 
National Association of Health 
Authorities and Trusts (NAHAT) 
said there were often difficulties 
between social services and health 
over who provides what but the 
client should not be exposed to 
anxiety as a result. 

All sides were due to meet as 
DN went to press. 


Cheers! Donna Harrison, 21, celebrates becoming one of the 
youngest landladies in the country. Donna, who has rheumatoid 
arthritis, now runs the Lansdown Arms in Bath. “I won’t let arthri- 
tis stop me doing what I want,” Donna says. “I try not to use my 
crutches —I’d rather drag myself around.” 


BRISTOL EVENING POST 


Move hits Giles | Benefit plan 


Four-year-old Giles Penman 
cannot get treatment for his 
cerebral palsy, just because his 
family has moved house. 

The Penmans moved from 
Lambeth, south London, to 
Bristol, where Giles has been 
put at the bottom of a two-year 
waiting list for occupational 
therapy. 

Giles is one of triplets born 13 
weeks prematurely. He has 
received weekly intensive therapy 
to correct restricted movement 
since he was ten months old. 

His father, Dr David Penman, 
37, is researching cerebral palsy 
at St Michael’s Hospital in Bris- 
tol, a post he took up in February. 

Giles’ mother, Helen, 32, said 
doctors were pessimistic about 
Giles’ future when he was born. 

“He’s done extremely well 
and his development has gone 
beyond our expectations. But 
this is only because of the inten- 
sive therapy he has received 
until now. 

“In London, Giles was receiv- 
ing weekly treatment which 


encouraged him to use his right 
side,” she said. 

“The undamaged part of his 
brain was being taught to com- 
pensate for the damaged part.” 

Helen is worried that her son’s 
future development is at risk if 
the treatment is not kept up at 
such a crucial time. 

“IT am extremely angry and 
don’t know where to turn — it’s 
not Giles’ fault that we’ve had 
to relocate.” 

United _ Bristol 
Trust said it was aware that its 


Healthcare 


community child health care 
services were under threat and 
was seeking ways of improving 
the situation. 

A spokesperson for the charity 
Scope, Belinda Canham, said it 
was another example of how 
disabled people, their families 
and carers had to fight for the 
services and treatments they 
needed because of the increase 
in healthcare rationing. 

“Giles joins so many disabled 
people caught up in a Govern- 
ment funding mess.” 


dropped 


Plans to reduce housing benefit 
for about 500,000 disabled and 


elderly people in sheltered 
accommodation have been 
dropped. 


Another 200,000 people in 
houses and flats needing some 
degree of personal support 
could also have been affected. 

Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley withdrew the proposals, 
saying he recognised they 
would have caused “significant 
difficulties”. 

He had proposed to qualify 
benefit rules by saying that eligi- 
bility would not take charges for 
services that related to residents’ 
personal needs into account. 

This would have been regard- 
less of whether people living in 
sheltered housing actually 
needed the services. 

Help the Aged spokesman 
Mervyn Kohler said this would 
have cut service and warden 
charges. 

“We will be keeping a hawk- 


like eye on his future plans.” 


2 News 


A good deal for drivers 


Major changes in the Motabil- 
ity scheme over the last 12 
months means the charity has 
emerged from the long-awaited 
National Audit Office (NAO) 
report with a clean bill of health. 
“The Motability scheme offers 
good value for money for disabled 
people,” said Sir John Bourn, 
head of the independent watch- 
dog on Government spending. 
The report calls for better cus- 
tomer services through “greater 
transparency” in setting stan- 
dards, measuring quality sys- 
tematically and monitoring 
performance of the scheme and 
Motability Finance Ltd (MFL) 
— all of which are being imple- 
mented, according to Motabil- 
ity’s chairman, Lord Sterling. 
Motability is also looking at 
introducing competition into the 
financing and administration 
services now provided by MEL. 
Neither the NAO or the Char- 
ity Commission (CC), which 
has also reviewed Motability’s 
operations, have found a harm- 
ful conflict of interest involving 


the vice-chairman Gerry Acher, 
and there is no evidence of the 
banks or MFL making exces- 
sive profits. 

Leaders in the disability motor- 
ing field are relieved. “The 
report has washed through the 
corridors and shown us what is 
going on,” said Douglas Camp- 
bell, executive director of the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association. 
“The biggest challenge now is 
to get customer services right.” 

He cited the stacking of 
helpline calls and the waiting 
list for adaptations as services 
needing improvement. 

Morigue Cornwell, director of 
Banstead Mobility Centre, 
said: “The report confirms the 
huge financial improvements in 
the past year during the draft 
stages of this report. 

“What a pity there was no rec- 
ommendation for Motability to 
involve the entire range of service 
users so as to build up mutual 
trust and respect. I’m sure the 
Public Accounts Committee will 
realise this is a key issue.” 


The Isle of Wight Zoo 


Our Latest 


Zoo snub 


A zoo owner barred a group of 
people with severe learning dis- 
abilities because he thought 
they would upset the animals. 

But he says it would never 
have happened if care staff had 
been able to control their clients 
and adds that disabled people 
are welcome in the zoo. 

Jack Corney, owner of the Isle 


Ei 


leaves visitors fuming 


of Wight Zoo, turned away five 
residents of Highcroft House 
care home in Tividale, West 
Midlands, who were visiting 
the zoo while on holiday. 

Mr Corney, whose 20-year- 
old daughter was walking a 
tiger at the time of the inci- 
dent, said his main concern 
was that the carers were not 


Cash shortage no excuse for witholding care 


Local authorities do not have the 
right to take cash shortages into 
account when making decisions 
on community care provision, 
the Court of Appeal has ruled. 
The case was brought by dis- 
abled pensioner Michael Barry 
against Gloucestershire County 
Council, and the family of an 
elderly woman Annie Ingham, 
who had already died, against 
Lancashire County Council. 


In the Gloucestershire case, the 
court held that the council had 
unlawfully withdrawn home care 
services from 1,500 disabled peo- 
ple who had been assessed under 
the Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled Persons Act 1970. 

Lord Justice Swinton Thomas 
said that once a person’s needs 
had been established, the author- 
ity had no right to take its own 
resources into account in decid- 


ing whether to meet that need. 
Stephen Cragg, solicitor for 
the Public Law Project, said: 
“There will be thousands of dis- 
abled people around the country 
whose services have been with- 
drawn or reduced in the last two 
years. They now have the right to 
have those services restored.” 
Stephen Thorpe, acting direc- 


tor of social services, said: “It 


means we will have to provide 


services even if we do not have 
the money to do so.” 

The authority is appealing to 
the House of Lords. 

In the Lancashire case, where 
88-year-old Mrs Ingham had 
been assessed as needing 24 
hour care, the court ruled that 
while the authority had a duty 
to provide care, it had acted 
lawfully in deciding on a 
cheaper residential alternative. 


AS easy as 7 » 3 


onstables unique Carchair system provides the ultimate freedom and 


independence for the wheelchair user. By adapting into either the passenger 


or drivers seat of a standard production car; the Carchair eliminates the need to 


purchase a special vehicle. 


Comprising of a specially designed wheelchair and lift system the Carchair is 


extremely simple to operate. 


To arrange a free demonstration of this, or any Constables product without obligation, 


please telephone or write. 


ConstasLes Ltd * Dept DN © Freepost (BR1032) ® WesTHAM © PEVENSEY @ EAsT Sussex ¢ BN24 5BR © TELEPHONE: (01323) 767574 


Disabilitynow August 1996 


CRIPPEN 


mature enough. He added that 
he might have let the group in if 
the zoo had been less busy. 

“One of them became very 
violent and began to kick and 
try to bite. I only decided they 
couldn’t come in after this.” 

Home manager Kim Horton 
said: “We are angry and horri- 
fied and want an apology.” 


Got a story to tell? 
Ring the DN news 
desk, tel: 0171-636 
5020 ext 242 
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Restaurant outrage 
A disabled man had his evening 
ruined when staff at an Indian 
restaurant asked him to leave, 
his mother claims. 

Paul Chapman, 24, who has 
cerebral palsy and has a severe 
learning disability, along with 
his mother Sandra and his care 
worker, had ordered food at the 
‘Taste of India, in Islington, 
London, for Sandra’s birthday. 

“Paul was singing and making 

noises, but not very loudly,” 
said Sandra. 

“A man came over and said 
Paul was putting him off his 
: food and would we tell him to 
shut up. 

“Four waiters came rushing 
over and said we would have to 
go because we were upsetting 

their customers. It was disgust- 


ing.” — 
The — restaurant’s assistant 
manager Khasasru. Heah 


claimed none of his staff had 
_asked the group to leave. 

“She is lying. They had an 
argument with another cus- 
tomer, and I threatened to call 
the police. By that time they 
decided to leave. We welcome 
disabled customers.” 


Jersey moves on 


Jersey’s government has finally 
approved a transport allowance 
for its 2-3,000 disabled resi- 
dents. 

The move follows years of 
political debate and lobbying 
from pressure groups. 

The allowance is likely to be 
about £30 a week and will be 
paid to anyone who cannot 
leave home without assistance. 
There will be no upper age limit 
and those living in nursing or 
residential homes will also be 
able to claim. 


Bed shortage fears 


Health services for severely 
mentally ill people are on the 
point of collapse, with the 
safety of patients, health staff 
and the public at risk because of 
a lack of beds, the Royal Col- 
lege of Psychiatrists has warned. 

It urged the Government to set 
up an independent inspectorate 
to monitor the care of mentally 
ill people at its annual confer- 
ence. 


Greenland trek 


An integrated team of two visu- 
ally impaired men and two able 
bodied men has set out to cross 
Greenland. 

Terry Robinson, who is virtu- 
ally blind, and Carl Wilkinson, 
who is blind in one eye, will be 
accompanied by Steven Miles 
Bull and Mark Shearer, in a 
trek running from 8 July-24 
August. 

Find out how the team got on 
in October’s DN. 


Disabled travellers on Ryanair’s 
bargain flights to Ireland are 


being penalised for using 
wheelchairs. 
Voluntary worker Michael 


Bingham was disgusted when he 
was asked to pay extra to bor- 
row a wheelchair at the airport. 

Mr Bingham booked a £74 
return ticket at travel agent 
Going Places, from Stanstead 
Airport to Dublin, telling staff 
he would need to borrow the 
chair. 

But 24 hours later the travel 
agent told Mr Bingham he 
would have to pay up to £6 for a 
wheelchair each time he 
boarded and left the plane. 

Ryanair said these charges 
were a third party handling fee 
which were out of its control. 


S: 


Best foot forw 


had 


Travel agents been 
informed in 1995. 

However a spokesperson for 
the BAA which owns and runs 
Stanstead and seven other UK 
airports, said it was up to indi- 
vidual airlines to make their 
own arrangements to help pas- 
sengers once they were past the 
check-in desk. 

“We were horrified to hear of 
this. Most other airlines meet 
the requirements of passengers 
needing help without any extra 
charge.” 

Mr Bingham has now had his 
money refunded. 

This is not the first time 
Ryanair has drawn fire. In 1995 
it announced that it would 


carry only two wheelchair pas- 
sengers per flight for “safety” 


ard: Design student Roy Todd, of Prudhoe, Northumb 


erland, bate has legs of different 


Airline’s sitting targets 


reasons and “costs” (DN June 
1995). It has since changed this 
to four passengers. 

Despite refusing to foot the 
bill for people to use airport 
wheelchairs, the airline claims 
its cheap flights are attractive to 
disabled and elderly people. 

“Ryanair is delighted to carry 
disabled passengers on board 
its flights and can carry four 
hundred wheelchair passengers 
a day, who travel at no extra 
cost providing they have their 
own wheelchair and book in 
advance,” said a spokesman. 

Meanwhile the BAA has been 
awarded a Royal National Insti- 
tute for Deaf People Louder 
Than Words charter for its 
efforts to help deaf people at its 
seven UK airports. 


s a . 


lengths, has invented the Kynamic Raise Assessor which enables surgeons to assess extra shoe height 


needed for people like himself 


UNIVERSITY OF SUNDERLAND 


News 3 


Genetics 
ignores 
disability 
Disabled people are being 
ignored on a new committee to 
help regulate genetic tests. 

The Advisory Committee on 
Genetic Testing was set up ear- 
lier this year, and its 13 mem- 
bers have now been announced. 

The British Council of Dis- 
abled People (BCODP) is angry 
that the body, which aims to 
ensure that genetic tests are 
conducted safely and ethically, 
does not include a disabled per- 
son, orf anyone representing 
their interests. 

BCODP says it was not con- 
sulted about the committee. 

Director Richard Wood said: 
“There are several people in the 
disabled people’s 
who are doing leading research 
in this field, who should be part 
of this committee. 

“Instead it will have a medical 
bias and once again profession- 
als will be making disabled 
people’s decisions, and they 
will be the wrong ones.” 

The Government has 
announced. a 
which aims to study scientific 
developments and foster public 


movement 


also 
commission 


confidence in genetic testing. 
The committee will answer to 
the commission, although no 
members have been announced. 

The Science and Technology 
Committee had 
voiced fears that insurers and 
employers would reject people 
with particular genetic predis- 


previously 


positions. 


We go 
round 
corners 


Call Stannah Stairlifts 


Post to: Stannah Stairlifts Limited, Dept 8698, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Stairlifts 


Considering buying a 
mobility vehicle in the next 
few months? Then you 
should know about a new, 
free advisory booklet 
which will undoubtedly 
help you to make the right 
decision. 


The easy to read booklet 
contains all the answers 
you need to make sense of 
what can be a complicated 
affair. It tells you about all 
the different models 
available, how they work, 
- what happens when they 
go wrong and the best way 
to go about buying a 
scooter or powerchair. 


“The In’s and Out’s of 
buying a mobility vehicle” 
also arms you with a series 


HOW TO CHOOSE A 
POWERCHAIR OR SCOOTER 


New, free booklet explains and guides, 
ensuring that you make the right decision 


of questions that you will 
want to ask before you 
make your mind up, giving 
you all the information 
before, you make, the 
important choice. 


Get all the facts. Produced 
by the Mobility Matters 
Network of mobility 
specialists “The In’s and 
Out’s of buying a mobility 
vehicle” is available now, 
free of charge. All you have 
to do is simply call our 24 
Hour Booklet Request 
Line on 0990 134 130 or 
write to Mobility Matters, 
Dept -DN&, y Freepost 
NHO0170, Kettering, NN14 
6YA. A booklet will be 
sent to you within 14 days 
from one of the Mobility 
Matters local Distributors. 
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4 News from Westminster 


MPs switch on to access 


TV will become more accessi- 
ble to deaf, blind, hearing and 
visually impaired people. 

A last minute decision by the 
Government means the Broad- 
casting Bill now includes stipu- 
lations on sign language, audio 
describe and subtitles. 

But groups which lobbied the 
House of Commons last month 
say the measures, which will 
regulate at least 18 new digital 
tv channels (DN, July), do not 
go far enough. 

Initially the Government had 
refused to set targets for subtitled 
programmes and for _ pro- 
grammes with sign language. 


Then Secretary of State for 
National Heritage Virginia Bot- 
tomley said at least 50 per cent 
of the new channels would be 
subtitled, and five per cent 
would have sign language. 

In amending the bill, she said: 
“These improvements will be 
difficult for the industry but of 
profound long-term benefit to 
those with sensory disabilities.” 

She added she had the power 
to increase the targets to reflect 
future technological advances. . 

The Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People (RNID) president 
Lord Ashley said: “We will be 
campaigning for these targets to 


be raised as soon as possible.” 

The RNID had campaigned 
for 95 per cent subtitling and 
ten per cent sign language. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) had hoped 
for 50 per cent of programming 
with audio describe, but this 
will now be only ten per cent. 

RNIB broadcasting — officer 
Denise Evans said the announce- 
ment was totally inadequate. 

“We will work flat out to con- 
vince the Independent Televi- 
sion Commission to increase 
the number of hours of audio 
describe as soon as possible,” 
she said. 


A good sign: Shadow Cabinet Minister for Disabled People Tom 
Clarke talks to Edward Brown and Janet Brown, who were lobbying 


MPs during National Deafblind Awareness Week 


ALISON MILLER 


Teachers shun care role 


Disabled children may not be 
able to attend mainstream 
schools because of teachers’ 
reluctance to give them medica- 
tion. 

At a Commons Health Select 
Committee meeting, Tory MP 
David Congdon said teachers 
were being expected to admin- 
ister health care to children and 
the National Association of 
Head Teachers was now advis- 
ing members to show reluc- 
tance to do this. 

“We run the risk of some chil- 
dren not being able to be taught 
in mainstream schools because 
teachers cannot be forced to 
give medication,” he said. 

Parliamentary Under-Secre- 
tary of State for Health John 
Bowis said a children’s service 
plan was being drawn up which 


was intended to be helpful and 
build on the law by encourag- 
ing teachers to do more. 

“Increasing numbers of dis- 
abled children are able to func- 
tion effectively in a mainstream 
school,” he said. 

“The role of teachers is being 
expanded and they are more 
likely to have a range of disabil- 
ities in front of them in the 
classroom. 

“Most are willing to play their 
part as long as they have proper 
back up from school nurses, for 
example.” 

Mr Bowis agreed that teachers 
were not doctors, but said that 
as long as parents gave their 
written consent, it would help 
the situation. 

He added it was important 
every child’s needs were met. 
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Mobility cuts 
more certain 


The Government could push 
through cuts in mobility 
allowance without a Com- 


mons debate. 

A debate was due to take 
place in early July, although 
as DN went to press this had 
until the 


been deferred 
autumn. 

If approved, patients admit- 
ted to NHS hospitals or com- 
munity homes will lose the 
mobility component of their 
Disability Living Allowance 
after four weeks. 

A Social Security spokesman 
said the change could take 
effect on 31 July, although the 
plans would need to be 
debated at some stage. 


No housing help 


Attempts to speed up the pay- 
ment of renovation grants and 
to make new buildings accessi- 
ble for disabled people have 
been defeated in the Commons. 

Labour MP Nick Raynsford 
tried to amend the Housing 
Grants, Construction and Regen- 
eration Bill so grants for improve- 
ments could be paid quickly. 

He urged the Government to 
only delay paying up “in excep- 
tional circumstances”. 

He said delays of at least two 
years were not uncommon and 
that the Bill’s proposal to allow 
for a further 12-month delay 
had caused serious alarm and 
concern. 

Tory MP Peter Thurnham 
attempted to include a clause to 
ensure all new _ buildings 
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included reasonable access to 
disabled people. 

He said it would cost £30 mil- 
lion a year, compared with £350 
million a year to adapt existing 
homes. Both amendments were 
defeated. 

However, in the House of 
Lords, some members voiced 
concern that the Housing Bill, 
which covers housing for home- 
less people, would not provide 
accessible housing for disabled 
people. 

Earl Ferrers said Government 
guidelines already made _ it 
clear that a local authority had 
to be satisfied that the advice 
and assistance it had provided 
was sufficient to enable the 
applicant to secure accommo- 
dation. 


Carers’ bill 
thrown out 


The Disabled Persons and Car- 
ers (Short-term Breaks) Bill has 
been thrown out of the House 
of Commons. 

The Bill had been introduced 
by Alf Morris MP to give dis- 
abled people and their 6.8 mil- 
lion carers a legal right to 
short-term breaks. 

It did not get a second reading, 
and Mencap, which had backed 
its progress, has vowed to re- 
introduce it when Parliament 
sits again in the autumn. 

Mr Morris said: “It is inhu- 
mane that people who have to 
cope with so much do not have 
any kind of respite, year in year 
out. 

“If you don’t help the carer, 
they can break down.” 

Mencap chair Lord Rix said 
breaks would cost money, but 
that it would save millions in 
the long run. | 

He said: “A short break for a 
carer would cost about £50 but 
it costs £500 a week to keep 
someone in a home.” 


News 5 


Diabetic driver jailed |Law plan to 
attack rights 


The Court of Appeal has 
upheld the conviction of a dia- 
betic driver who blacked out 
behind the wheel, killing 
another motorist. 

But the driver claims he had 
his licence renewed by the Driv- 
ing Vehicle Licencing Authority 
(DVLA) after the fatal accident. 

Lee Marison, 23, is serving a 
six month jail sentence for the 
killing of 66-year-old Moel 
Collen. He may appeal to the 
House of Lords. 

Mr Marison, of Mildenhall, 
Suffolk, had suffered a previous 
blackout four months before the 
fatal crash which turned his car 
over. He had five such blackouts 
during 18 months. Ten days 


Winning 
office is 
slammed 


A BBC Design Award-winning 
building has been criticised as 
potentially hazardous to visu- 
ally impaired people. 

The new Chessington Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau in Surrey won the 
prestigious award in July, but the 
Joint Mobility Unit (JMU) — a 
service provided by the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
that promotes inclusive design — 
says many of its features are 
unacceptable for blind people. 

Architect Gabrielle —_ Bra- 
mante’s design won the award 
partly because it “integrates 
special design features essential 
for people with disability”, such 
as an automatic entrance door. 

But a JMU report, which was 
commissioned by the advice 
bureau, found it broke golden 
rules for disabled people. 

Report author Andrew 
Gatenby criticised its large areas 
of unmarked glass and inward 
opening automatic doors. 

He said: “I’m very disappointed 
it was given this award and we 
will be writing to the judges.” 

The group recommends that 
skirting and door and window 


before the accident in 1994 he 
fell unconscious at home. 

In the Court of Appeal in July, 
Mr Justice McCowan upheld 
the original decision that Mr 
Marison was responsible for 
causing death by dangerous 
driving because he knew that he 
was prone to blackouts. 

Mr Marison’s solicitor Peter 
Coley said: “We feel the deci- 
sion is unjust. He had been 
through specific procedures for 
people who are diabetic or 
epileptic of regular licence 
renewals and medical reports. 

“Even after the the accident 
his licence was reissued follow- 
ing a further report from his GP 
and consultant.” 


se Pr 


Radio star: Four-year-old Sarah Merriman, who has Down’s Syn- 


But a spokesperson for the 
DVLA denied that its proce- 
dures were at fault: “If we are 
aware that someone is prone to 
such blackouts we will either 
not issue a licence or revoke an 
existing one.” 

At Mr Marison’s trial at 
Ipswich crown court, Judge 
John Turner said he was jailing 
Mr Marison to emphasise that 
he and other diabetic people 
who were prone to instanta- 
neous blackouts should not 
drive. 

Sue Faulkner of the British 
Diabetic Association said: “The 
BDA’s experience tends to sug- 
gest people with diabetes are 
responsible drivers.” 


drome, is the newest star on BBC Radio 4. Sarah appears in a new 
comedy drama, Minor Adjustment, which also stars (from left) 


Peter Davison, Clare Russell and Samantha Bond. 


BBC PICTURES 


New proposals to restrict civil 
legal aid payments could mean 
disabled people will not be able 
to fight for their rights. 

The proposals, outlined in July 
by the Lord Chancellor Lord 
Mackay, introduce sweeping 
changes to the scheme which 
has helped pay for legal costs 
since 1950. At present the legal 
aid bill is £1.4 billion a year — 
double the figure five years ago. 

Under the current scheme 
legal aid is granted in the civil 
courts if the applicant cannot 
afford the costs. 

But the new proposals would 
assess “deservingness”. Factors 
such as the importance of the 
case, whether the cost out- 


weighs the benefit and the like- ~ 


lihood of winning will be taken 
into account when awarding 
cash help. 

Caroline Gooding, an inde- 
pendent disability consultant, is 
worried that the proposals 
could make parts of the Dis- 
ability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) unworkable. 

Individuals pursuing actions 
on grounds of discrimination 
against providers of goods and 
services, might find it difficult 
to get legal aid, she said. 

Unlike other laws tackling dis- 
crimination, the DDA has not 
set up a commission to take up 
cases on behalf of disabled peo- 


ple — it will be up to disabled 
people to do so themselves. 

“It remains to be seen how 
deserving the Legal Aid Board 
will feel individuals’ cases of 
discrimination are. It may not 
seem very important to them 
that a person is turned away 
from a restaurant, but it is very 
important in terms of policy 
and ending discrimination. 

“These changes are bad news.” 

She also feared a proposal that 
those losing a case on legal aid 
would risk paying the oppo- 
nent’s costs. 

In addition, the paper proposes 
that everyone getting legal aid 
should contribute something. 
Contributions from  middle- 
income groups were brought in 
three years ago, leaving only 
those on income support eligible 
for free help. Now even they may 
have to pay up to £20. 

Criminal legal aid would also 
include a fixed contribution. 

Pauline Thompson of the Dis- 
ablement Income Group was 
appalled at the contribution idea. 

“It is going to put disabled 
people off pursuing their rights 
in law.” 

Under the new proposals, the 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau will get 
money to help advise and mediate. 

However, a spokeperson was 
concerned that the service should 
remain free and impartial. 


Do you want affordable 


van conversions? 
Give Ron a ring 
0161-797 7043 
Conversions to your design 
by the man who puts 
safety before profit. 
Basic conversions 


£997 


£997 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS ¢ HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


_ Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Improve circulation 


gee 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 
back pain 
hiatus hernia 
swollen legs/ 
oedema 

poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Consists of ramp. 
Non-slip floor Clamps. 
Double inertia reel seatbelt. 
On new or used. 

Side windows and trim. 
Tail lift on request. 
Collection and delivery 
can be arranged. 


0161 797 7043 


frames are painted to make 
them visible and that the auto- 
matic door is replaced. 

Richard Morgan, honorary 
treasurer of Kingston CAB, said 
they had taken the report 
extremely seriously. 

“We’re working towards solv- 
ing a number of problems and 
have already started making 
some amendments.” 
®@ The BayGen Freeplay wind- 
up radio which is made in Cape 
Town, South Africa, by a multi- 
racial team of disabled people, 
won the overall Design Award. 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Get in and out of be 
more easily 


> conceny fon cowronT RRR “*: 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


Name(Title) 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 


Disabilitywow August 1996 


Gh iP DOCTORS 


TOs Gul JOTI 


Mat | ik 


FOR REHABILITATION 
‘QTHEDISABLED 


6-9 OCTOBER 1996 


(_} We would like to participate. Please send more information. 
LJ We would like to visit REHAB '96. Please send us.....invitations. 
I We would like to attend the Conference. _ 

Please send more information. 


Company: = 


Address: 


DN8/96 
Contact Person: 


For more information please contact the organisers: 


SS AL FAJER INFORMATION & SERVICES 
SS 
Sia 


P.O. Box: 11183 Dubai, U.A.E. 
SSS, 
===— Fax: 971/4/622802 Tel: 971/4/621133 
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BRENT MOORE 


Members of pressure group 
Incapacity Action picketed doc- 
tors at the British Medical 
Association’s annual general 
meeting in Brighton in July, 
urging them to help repeal the 
Incapacity for Work Act and 
the Government’s plans for pri- 
vatising medical tests. 

Group spokesman Barry Schauf- 
fer said: “This allows the Depart- 
ment of Social Security full access 
to claimants’ medical records, 
and the Government is now 
planning to sell off assessments 
for benefit, making the situa- 
tion far worse. 

“Doctors should defend the 
health interest of their patients.” 


Rationing strain on care 


Community care is failing 
because of a lack of Govern- 
ment funding, according to an 
alliance of interest groups. 

In a letter sent to the Govern- 
ment and all MPs, it said local 
authorities had been “short- 
changed” by about £175 million 
in the last budget. 

The Alliance of Service Users, 
Carers, Advocates, Purchasers 
and Providers in Community 
Care is made up of 24 groups 
including Age Concern and the 
Association of Directors of 
Social Services (ADSS). 

Neil Singleton, chairman of 
the ADSS Community Care 
Committee said: “We are con- 
cerned that where community 
care has the potential to offer 
the right services, it is becoming 


Parents beat system 


The parents of a severely dis- 
abled girl have won a High 
Court victory against a local 
authority, forcing it to pay for 
her to remain at the special 
institute of their choice. 

The ruling means that Harriet 
Jackson, who has cerebral 
palsy, can stay at the £11,000-a- 
year National Institute of Con- 
ductive Education in 
Birmingham. It backs the deci- 
sion of a Special Educational 
Needs Tribunal (SENT) in 
March, (DN June). 

Staffordshire County Council 


related to the rationing of 
resources to fewer and fewer 
people.” 

The letter warns that authori- 
ties are increasingly opting for 
the cheaper alternative of pro- 
viding residential care 
trary to the original objectives 
of the plans for community 
Caters 

Pembrokeshire County Coun- 
cil said staff should consider 
residential care for elderly peo- 
ple if home care was more 
expensive, in line with the 
recent Lancashire ruling, (see 
page 2) although head of com- 
munity care services, Jon Skon, 
said it had not happened to 
anyone yet. 

Emma Rowe, chair of the local 
advocacy group CONNECT 


“con- 


- who has autism. ‘| 


wanted to send her to its own 
Greenhall nursery, which also 
offers conductive education, | 
and costs £7,000 a year. 

In the High Court, Mr ie 
Collins ruled that the Stafford- | 
shire nursery could not meet. 
Harriet’s mobility requirements. | 
e The High Court has ordered a 
SENT to reconsider the decision 
that Cheshire County Council” 
does not have to part-fund the 
£53,000 a year foreign ny 
at Higashi School in Boston, of | 
six-year-old Hannah Cherrih, 


and a member of Scope’s Exec: | 
utive Council, is worried. , 

“Tt will be disastrous for peo- | 
ple if they have to go into resi- } 
dential care against their will,” | 
she said. 

Research carried out by Berk- | 
shire social services underlines | 
the funding crisis. 

Assistant director of strategy 
services Roger Gibbins said ser- | 
vices for people with learning | 
disabilities were being under- 
funded by £1 million every year | 
in Berkshire, and £50 million | 
per year nationally. 

Local authorities have lost thé 
grant earmarked for these ser- _ 
vices when comunity care was | 
introduced and will have to | 


find it out of their general | 
funds. 


All Under One Roof 


The Finest Sports and Active User Equipment 


Cyclone Wheelchairs 
Tailor made chairs designed to fit you not 
the other way round and you fit the chair 


Tracker. Handbiking Made Easy. 
The easiest to use handbike, take it on 
or off faster than your jacket. 


Versatrainer Gym Equipment 
The only single unit fitness equipment to 
provide full workout in your own chair 


Spokeguards. 
Design your own or let us design it for you. 
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News 7 


Sporting 
chance for 
everyone 


A new sponsorship scheme will 
be set up to promote sport for 
people with limb disabilities. 

A total of £300,000 has been 
pledged by sponsors including 
Chas A Blatchford & Sons, the 
Swallow Hotels, and Sheffield’s 
Don Valley Stadium. 

The scheme, announced in 
July, will be run by the British 
Amputees and Les Autres 
Sports Association (BALASA). 

“We hope to encourage 10,000 
people with limb disabilities to 
take up some sporting activity 
over the next four years and 
reap the benefits at Paralympic 
level,” said BALASA 
spokesman Peter Arnott. 

Meanwhile a new National 
Training Centre for people with 
disabilities is to be created at the 
the Mike Heaffey Sports and 
Rehabilitation Centre at the 
Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital, Stanmore. 

With grants of £1.79 million 
from the Sports Lottery Fund 
and Allied Dunbar, the new 
centre will be run by The Asso- 
ciation for Spinal Injury 
Research, Rehabilitation & 
Reintegration (ASPIRE). 

It will include a swimming 
pool with ramp access, training 
rooms and a dance studio. It 
will also provide training on 
how to teach integrated sport. 


(See also preview, page 14-15.) 


Charities 
suffer from 
lack of will 


Charities are set to lose a large 
slice of their income from lega- 
cies because elderly people are 
having to fund their own care. 

Legacies account for 20 per 
cent of the income of the 200 
largest fundraising charities, 
but a study by a group of thir- 
teen major charities including 
Scope and the Leonard 
Cheshire Foundation, showed 
this income would drop in the 
next five years. 

Consortium co-ordinator Jim 
Toohill said estate value was 
forecast to drop by almost 13 
per cent between 1991 and 2001. 

“The declining number of 
spinsters, well noted for their 
high propensity to make chari- 
table bequests, reflects the tail 
end of a process started in the 
First World War,” he said. 

He added that these women 
were now having to use more 
personal wealth to pay for con- 
tinuing health care. 

“Tt will be difficult for them to 
plan self provision without sac- 
rificing assets.” 


Driven to distraction 


Don’t break down if you’ve got 
a Fiat van and can’t get to the 
nearest dealer. 

That’s the advice from George 
Derby, 58, a wheelchair user 
from Brentwood in Essex, who 
has had a long battle with the 
car company over problems 
with his Fiorino van. 

George and wife Christine, 56, 
who works full-time for an arts 
trust, bought the van last year, 
but when it broke down, the 
nearest Fiat garage — 20 miles 
away — would not come out to 
the couple. 

Because of their situation, the 
Derbys could not get the van to 
the Fiat garage, so the local 
mechanic came out to look at it 
instead. 

More problems surfaced over 
the next few months, and 
neighbours helped drive the 


limping van to the Fiat garage 
until the couple had spent £600 
on repairs and lost their no- 
recovery discount. 

At one point the van was out 
of action for five months. 


Christine hoped Fiat would 
refund at least some of the 


Se 


Frustrated: George Derby 


money, but the company has 
refused. 

A spokesman said: “We are 
sorry that this has happened, 
but the van should have been 
taken to a Fiat dealer for repairs, 
otherwise we cannot ensure the 
maintenance has been kept at 
our high standards.” 

Christine Derby said: “Fiat 
have been very unreasonable 
and have caused us great strain 
and worry over the last year. 

“It’s unfair to expect people to 
go that far in our position — 
George is severely disabled. 

“Our neighbours have helped 
me look after George, and took 
me shopping while the car 
wasn’t working. 

“Goodness knows what some- 
one in a similar position would 
have done if they hadn’t had the 
help.” 


Queen honours charity workers 


In the Queen’s birthday honours 
list last month a number of peo- 
ple were rewarded for services to 
disabled people. 

CBE: Christopher Brasher, life 
president, London Marathon and 
vice president BOF; David Jacobs, 
services to broadcasting and charita- 
ble services; 

OBE: Alan Curtis, charitable ser- 
vices to ex-servicemen and women; 
Alexander Gray, services to rheuma- 
tology and cancer relief; Peter Swain, 
director of Living Options East 
Devon. 

MBEs included: Edith Bentley, ser- 


vices to elderly people in Hudders- 
field, West Yorkshire; Arthur Brom- 
ley, services to angling for people 
with disabilities; Lady Priscilla Bur- 
ton, services to Scope and commu- 
nity in Ipswich, Suffolk; William 
Corten, services to mobility of dis- 
abled people in Derbyshire; Gwen- 
doline Cox, services to the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind; 
Rose Dean, services to deaf people 
in Bexley, Kent; Audrey Earp, ser- 
vices to elderly people in Bushey, 
Hertfordshire; Richard Heyes, pres- 
ident of Central Lancashire Dial-a- 
Ride, services to mobility of disabled 


options. 


full alignment facility. 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 
Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 


The Endolite Hi-Activity is a tough, 
long life, low maintenance lower 
limb with a resilient demountable 
discontinuous cosmesis. The 160 
geometry reduces distal weight, 
has a stiffer assembly and is ideal 
for the most demanding of users. 
Two modules, each consisting ® 
of chassis knee ball and cradle, 
provide three socket attachment 


Module 1 - Mono-bloc Bi 
chassis giving Endoite’s normal 


Module 2 - New four-bolt 
chassis for pyramid adaptors or 
a short knee adaptor. Easily fitted 


people; Ellen Inwood, services to 
mobility of disabled people in 
Northants; Gladys Janes, founder 
Harrow Community Transport; 
David Laycock, director of Com- 
puter Centre for People with Dis- 
abilities, services to education to 
disabled people; Margaret McVity, 
senior lecturer and equal opportuni- 
ties officer (disability) Huddersfield 
Technical College, services to fur- 
ther education and disabled people; 
Dr Montague Raphael, of Remploy 
and formerly Sunelm; Olive Hedley- 
Smith, services to Carers National 


Association. 


Flex-Foot set-ups. 


on 01256 465771. 


The modules interface with 
standard Endolite builds or 


CatTech cylinder gives widest 
range of flexion, extension and 
stance phase resistance 


Impressive minimum build 
height - knee centre to end of 
cradle is only 193mm 


To experience Hi-Activity contact 
the Blatchford Sales Department 


Pie gives a 
nasty shock 


A food company has been 
cleared of selling food unfit for 
human consumption after an 
epileptic man found a three 
inch piece of steel in his mouth 
from one of its meals. 

Wheelchair Nigel 
Wilcock, 50, from Truro, was 
eating a Meals on Wheels’ 
shepherds pie when his mother 
Barbara spotted the metal 
object in his mouth. 

Welsh firm, Tillery Valley 
Foods, of Abertillery in Gwent, 
had supplied the 
Royal Voluntary Service with 
the meal. 

It also supplies 105 NHS hos- 
pitals as well as schools and res- 
idential homes. 

At Truro Magistrates Court 
the firm said it had used “all 
due diligence” to prevent this 
happening. 

Mrs Wilcock said: “Nigel 
wouldn’t eat the rest of the 
meal after that and I threw it 
away. It put us off completely.” 

Ian Thomas, solicitor for 
Tillery Valley Foods, told the 
court: “In order for this case to 
stand there has to be a per- 
ceived risk that such a thing 
might happen and such a thing 
has never happened before, nor 
has anyone anticipated it hap- 
pening.” 

The court heard that the 
metal stick had originally been 
part of a tray used in the Gwent 
factory for stacking meals while 
they were frozen. These had 
now been redesigned. 


user 


Women’s 


The 160 Hi-Activity prosthesis 
For strength and durability 


to the four-bolt chassis, allowing 
rotation and angular alignment. 
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8 Health news 


Drivers 
warned to 
keep quiet 


People who use mobile phones 
in their cars may be putting 
their health at risk. 

The phones have been linked 
to asthma, Alzheimer’s, eye and 
neck problems, brain tumours 
and cancer. Although there is 
no conclusive proof, scientists 
are worried that problems may 
result from the microwave radi- 
ation which they give out. 

Those thought to be most at 
risk are frequent users, espe- 
cially business people who use 
their phones in cars. 
Microwaves bouncing around 
in the steel framework may 
increase radiation levels tenfold. 

In June, BBC1’s Watchdog 
Healthcheck featured a former 
employee of the mobile phone 
industry, who alleged that he 
needed an operation as a result of 
frequently using a phone in a car. 

He is considering legal action. 
His solicitor said he had had 
several other enquiries, but is 
still considering the evidence. 


DNA link 
to arthritis 


British scientists have moved 
closer to finding the genetic 
cause of rheumatoid arthritis. 

The condition is the most 
common form of inflammatory 
arthritis in the UK, affecting 


one per cent of the population. 
It is often triggered by infection, 
although some people are more 
susceptible than others. 

Using information stored by 
the Arthritis and Rheumatism 
Council, a team led by Dr Paul 
Wordsworth of Oxford Univer- 
sity has researched genetic 
material from families where 
more than one person has the 
condition. 

Having located the general 
areas of DNA which make peo- 
ple susceptible to the condition, 
the team is looking at the 
strands more closely in order to 


discover the exact genes which - 


are responsible. 

“This is a major milestone,” 
said Professor John Bell of 
Oxford’s Nuffield Department 
of Clinical Medicine. 

He said he hoped it would help 
in the search for a cure. 

“Tt may also help us to identify 
the people who are at risk and 
what they should do to avoid 
triggering the disease,” said Dr 
Wordsworth. 


Hope in 
AIDS find 


American scientists have discov- 
ered the molecule which allows 
the AIDS virus to enter human 
cells, raising hopes of creating 
new drugs to prevent the disease 
from spreading. 

Viruses need to enter cells in 
order to reproduce, and scien- 
tists have known for years that 
the AIDS virus latches on to a 


Suffer little children: Beverley Nelson, from Essex, is one of an estimated quarter of a million children in 


the UK who have migraines, although it is seen as a predominantly adult illness. Recent studies have 
found the two most common childhood triggers are irregular eating and sleeping. GARY CARLTON/THE OBSERVER 


molecule called CD4 on an 
immune cell’s surface. 

Now scientists report in the 
journal Nature that they have 
found another molecule which 
lets the virus in. Researchers 
will now look for a drug to pre- 
vent this in the hope that they 
will eventually be able to halt 
the spread of the disease. 


Whites at 
risk from 
sickle cell 


Health centres are detecting the 
sickle cell anaemia gene in white 


. THE PERSONAL A OBILITY 


SPECIALIS' : 


‘THE ARMCHAIR CENTRE 
ALSO ELECTRIC 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 


Discovery GLS 3 and 4 


wheel scooters 


people. This blood disorder was 
thought by many to be restricted 
mainly to black people. 

The condition can cause any- 
thing from breathing problems to 
strokes, and in some cases, death. 

One in ten Afro-Caribbeans 
may carry the gene. About one 
in 200 are born with sickle cell. 

The crossover can appear in 
people of mixed descent. Many 
white English people are unable 
to trace their family history 
back more than a few genera- 
tions and are unaware that they 
could carry the gene. 

In 1993 the Government rec- 
ommended that in areas where 
there was an ethnic minority of 
15 per cent, all women should 
be screened because of the num- 
ber of mixed marriages. 

Dr Mary Petrou of the Obstet- 
rics and Gynaecology Perinatal 
Centre at University College 
Hospital, London, said it was a 
myth that white people could 
not carry the gene. 

She added that most hospitals 
in London now carried out uni- 
versal screening to detect this 
and related disorders. 

“These issues are coming up in 
this country as more universal 


screening is carried out by hos- 
pitals.” 


Greens 
fuming 


European Commission propos- 
als to reduce pollution from 
vehicle emissions by 70 per cent 
have been slammed by environ- 
mentalists and car manufactur- 
ers. 

The European environment 
bureau said the proposals were 
not enough to tackle the grow- 
ing incidence of breathing diffi- 
culty. 

The proposals call for a 65 per 
cent reduction of nitrogen oxide 
and a 70 per cent reduction in 
carbon monoxide by the year 
2010. 

The proposals would allow 
emissions to remain a_ third 
higher after ten years than stan- 
dards which are now being 
enforced in some Scandinavian 
countries. 

The European Auto Manufac- 
turers’ Association said the pro- 
posals would push ~ up 
manufacturing costs. 


HOLIDAYS 


i 


Consult our 

~~ specialists in: 
* Powered wheelchairs and scooters 
* Lightweight manual wheelchairs 
* Overhead and mobile hoists 
¢ Stair lifts 
* Electric lifting and reclining 
chairs 

For a FREE Home Trial* or 
FREE Brochure 
Call us now 


* (Home Trial for powered scooters or wheelchairs) 


FREEPHONE 


FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 
ON ALL 
EQUIPMENT 


(subject to status) 


for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, Birming- 
ham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris, Florida, Majorca, 
Costa Almeria, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and canal cruisers in France. 
Winter ’96 holidays in Norway 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Main agents for: 
Invacare-Carters, Booster, Sunrise 
Medical and Minivator, Quickie and 
Suntec. (As supplied to Shopmobility) 
All equipment fully guaranteed 
Insurance and extended warranty 
available 


ICR M@BILITY 


Established 1953 


Also Mobility 
Allowance accepted 


PART 
EXCHANGE 
WELCOME 


FREEPHONE 
0800 0800 
136921 136921 


ICR SOUTHERN MOBILITY CENTRE, 1 Stanwell Rd., Penarth, Cardiff CF64 2AB 
ICR NORTHERN CENTRE, 100 Derby Rd., Liverpool L20 1BP 
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Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 
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News focus 9 


Upside-down memory lane 


Forgetfulness may be something to joke 
about, but Alzheimer’s disease is anything 
but funny, as Helen Gregory reports 


Did you know that Alzheimer’s 
disease is the UK’s fourth 
‘biggest killer? 

Behind cancer, strokes and 
‘heart disease comes Alzheimer’s, 
a physical as well as a mental ill- 
ness, which kills brain cells and 
affects 650,000 people. 

Although you do not die 
directly from Alzheimer’s, it 
reduces a person’s resistance to 
other illnesses, such as pneumo- 
nia, which can cause death. 

At least 500 people develop 
dementia every day and 
Alzheimer’s is the most com- 
‘mon form. There is no cure. 

Dementia usually occurs in 
elderly people, with one in 
1,000 affected below the age of 
65. (It can affect those as young 
-as 30.) The numbers increase to 
reach more than 20 per cent 
among people over 80. 

More women have 
Alzheimer’s, probably because 
they live longer. 

Although associated with loss 
of brain cells, the symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s vary. 

People become more forgetful 
of recent events, or are more 
likely to repeat themselves, less 
able to adapt to change and 


Three years ago I suspected that 
my wife Julie had Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Or did she? Fading memory 
attacks us all, and those who 
are fully and mentally occupied 
would never confess to 
Alzheimer’s just because they 
have had a mental lapse. 

My wife, a captive in the 
home, had no such stimulae 
and seemed subject to more 
mental lapses than me. 

I found myself having to con- 
stantly remind her of the minu- 
tiae of life — buying milk when 
we ran out, ringing the garage 
for an MOT appointment, even 
though it was in the diary — and 
she would forget to meet me at 
an appointed time. 

Our conversations 
becoming a repetition of ones 
before. Great patience was 
needed not to blurt out: “I have 
just told you that. Weren’t you 
listening?” 

Perhaps it was my imagina- 
tion. Maybe I had never said it. 

Matters got worse. There 
were a spate of missed appoint- 
ments and belongings, and then 
Julie lost herself in Oxford. 

With the help of friends I even- 


were 


more irritable if they cannot 
manage a task. Later, they often 
become more confused, get lost 
and find it harder to carry out 
simple tasks. 

Eventually they can fail to 
recognise friends and family 
and become increasingly depen- 
dent on others for care. 

Scientists have not discovered 
a cause for Alzheimer’s but 
believe some cases could be 
genetically linked, or caused by 
serious head injury. It is also 
prevalent in those living alone. 

Veronica Fuller, spokesperson 
for the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Society, says it is now being 
diagnosed more accurately. 

“The problem is getting more 
widespread as everyone 
becomes more informed about 
it, especially GPs, and also 
because of the ageing popula- 
tion,” she says. 

Most nursing homes do not 
have specialist care for those 
with dementia. The society is 
calling on the NHS to provide 
more long-term care beds 

“We estimate that there are 
about 400,000 people caring for 
friends and_ relatives with 
Alzheimer’s,” says Ms Fuller. 


My wife has Alzheimer’s — she’s 55 


Robert Breckman 
finds it difficult to 
admit the fact — to 
himself and others 


tually found her walking about, 
admitting she did not know 
where she was, how she had got 
there and where she was sup- 
posed to be. 

Our doctor checked her into 
the Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital for an appraisal which 
led to the full gambit of medi- 
cal tests. Julie had no physical 
problems but the brain scan 
showed up the first signs of 
Alzheimer’s. She was only 55. 

I was asked whether she 
should be told. I told her myself. 
I don’t know if it was the right 
thing to do, but now she does 
not lose her temper when she 
mislays items and asks for help. 

Last summer we were allo- 
cated a “buddy”, a nurse who 
specialises in dementia, nomi- 
nally to help me, but I decided 
Jane would be more use to 
Julie. At their second meeting, 
Julie refused to open the door. 

What now? Knowing there is 


Alzheimer’s can often result in people becoming completely dependent-on others for care 


“Dementia can be quite grad- 
ual, and before they realise 
what has happened, they are 
caring for someone full-time.” 

She says there is still a stigma 
surrounding the disease. 

“Ronald Reagan did a lot by 
admitting he had Alzheimer’s, 
as it helped to raise awareness. 


_ We'd like other famous people 


to do the same.” 


Alzheimer’s Disease Society, tel: 
0171-306 0839 


no cure is like being in a mental 
prison for the rest of one’s life. 
The carer lives in a vacuum, 
putting out food, labelling the 
light switch. It’s difficult to go 
to plays or films. You sit with 


. someone but there is no one to 


talk to, 

Julie’s greatest pleasure is exer- 
cising our pug. 

Friends rally round but they 
cannot be there when they are 
needed. We need a live-in person 
but that would be a reminder to 
Julie of her condition. 

I have reorganised my will and 
appointed trustees to look after 
Julie in the event of my death. I 
have also taken out an enduring 
power of attorney in anticipa- 
tion of the time when I have to 
take over completely. 

I have received papers from the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Society, but 
have done nothing about them. 
I cut out articles about the prob- 
lem but do not read them. And I 
do not talk about my problems 
to friends. For me, this article is 
a “coming out”, an acknowl- 
edgement of where Julie and I 
are now. 

But where will we be in five 
years’ time? 


PEGGY POUNCE 


Research hopes for 90s 


The Alzheimer’s Disease Soci- 
ety claims Government funding 
into research fell from £5 mil- 
lion in 1989 to £4 million last 
year. 

It is calling for more backing 
as it expects 1 million people 
will have dementia by 2021. 

Last month, a new method of 
helping to diagnose Alzheimer’s 
using brain scans was unveiled 
by British scientists. 

The technique uses scans to 
map the size of the brain which 
will spot shrinkage and help 


doctors make an early diagnosis. 

During Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Week (7-13 July) the society sent 
a delegation to 10 Downing 
Street urging John Major to 
strengthen the Government’s 
commitment into such research. 
And its Opening the Mind 
report which was launched ear- 
lier this month, says rapid 
progress in research means new 
treatments are likely in the 
future which could delay the 
onset of dementia for at least 
five years. 


MOBILITY CENTRE 


Specialists in Mobility 


5 for the Elderly & Disabled 


of Ruislip 


¢ PURCHASE USED VEHICLES 
¢ LIFT & RECLINE ARMCHAIRS 
e ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
¢ ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

_@ AUTOMATIC BATH LIFTS 


2500 Tel: 01895 622268 


BMisO) RUISLIP 


MOBILITY CENTRE 


PRODUCTS 


TO CHOOSE 
FROM 


LATEST MODEL 
THE SOVEREIGN 4 


@ SALES & REPAIRS 

© HIGH SEAT CHAIRS 

© MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 

© COMMODES 

© KITCHEN / BATHROOM AIDS 


76 - 78 VICTORIA ROAD, 


RUISLIP MANOR, MIDDX HA4 OAH 
Visit our centre 
Mon-Fri 9.30-5pm. Sat 10-4pm 
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10 Parent’s voice 


‘| have two autistic sons — but 
we don't have rigid routines 


Yvette Sanson’s 
views on bringing 
up children are 
unconventional but 
she says people 
should judge results 


Our son Matthew said 
“Mummy and Daddy” for the 
first time a couple of weeks 
ago. Nothing remarkable in 
that perhaps, except that he’s 
almost nine. 

Matthew is autistic. Not that 
the local education authority 
would say so. Officially, 
Matthew is on the “autistic 
continuum”. 

“Education speak” is just one 
of the things you encounter as 
the parent of a special needs 
child; the other major one 
being lack of resources. 
Sometimes this is a genuine 
lack of money; occasionally it 
looks more like a lack of will to 
do anything. 

One educational psychologist 
looked around our then 
building site of a house and 
pronounced, “It’s a very 
stimulating environment. He 
could just stay home with you 
a bit longer.” We managed not 
to thump him. 

A visit to our MP got 


This impressive small vehicle can carry up to 4 
passengers and one wheelchair passenger. 


DAIHATSU FREEDOM 


Matthew a place at Edith 
Borthwick School in Braintree. 
We have learned that he who 
shouts loudest gets the best 
deal. And that’s worrying when 
you think of the parents who 
don’t know how to go about 
shouting. 

The trouble was that the 
education system still wasn’t 
ready for children like 
Matthew, who they said was 
too high functioning for a 
purely autistic school and too 
autistic to go to a mainstream 
school or one for mild learning 
difficulties. Thankfully, we’ve 
been blessed with teachers who 
have refused to be part of an 
expedient solution. 

Essex, where we live, has six 
autistic resource bases in 
special needs schools, and 
Matthew got one of the first 
places at Edith Borthwick. 

He is now demonstrating 
remarkable ability to learn. He 
may not say much, but he can 
do simple addition, sing 
beautifully in tune, draw in 
perspective, and if there’s 
chocolate around he can detect 
it by radar. He’s affectionate 
and gives kisses and cuddles. 
These children constantly defy 
the stereotypes. 

“Tt must be very difficult at 
home with all the rigid 


U 


Yvette says Matthew has a remarkable ability to learn 


routines,” said our other son’s 
learning support teacher. “We 
don’t have any,” we said. Our 
other son Jake was autistic too, 
and didn’t speak until he was 
nearly four. Now he goes to a 
mainstream school and is 
handling life well, if a little 
eccentrically. 

We are a family in two or 
three million, having two 
children affected by autism. It’s 
an honour we would have been 
happy to do without. 


nn 
UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


Master Craftsmen Working For You 
Head Office: Jordans, Partridge Lane, Rusper, Sussex RH12 4RW Tel No: 01293 871019 
Superior vehicle conversions for people with disabilities wishing to travel in their own wheelchairs. 
Introducing three of our top selling vehicles: 


VW CARAVELLE 


Our multi purpose people carrier. So flexible it 
can carry up to three wheelchair passengers. 


One problem we’ve found is 
that people don’t know much 
about autism. At the moment 
there are good schools in the 
USA and Japan which some 
British parents send their 
children to. But we believe it’s 
the teachers who should be 
going overseas to bring back 
the expertise, so they can train 
others. We’re now trying to set 
up a charitable trust to do this. 

We have pretty strong ideas 
about several things. Autistic 


FIAT FIORINO 


One of our best sellers. Economical and carries up 
to four passengers and one wheelchair passenger. 


You can buy, lease or contract hire any of our vehicles. Also available on Motability. 
Works & Northern Office: Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse HD6 1LL 
Tel No: 01484 400795 
Full range of driving adaptations supplied or fitted. Swivel seats also available. 


Sales hotline Lo-call 0345 413348 (charged at local rates). 
NO NONSENSE VEHICLE CONVERSION 
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children need discipline and we 
give it. We rarely back down 
when Matthew has a strop 
because he needs the security of 
knowing that there’s someone 
else in charge of his life who 
isn’t confused about language - 
or thought. 

This sometimes means a 
smack — not very trendy in 
child rearing terms as people 
think it’s unfair to smack a 
child with learning difficulties. 
But then they haven’t tried to 
explain why something is 
naughty to a child who doesn’t 
have enough language to tell 
you his name. 

We invite people to judge by 
results. For a child with 
learning difficulties, Matthew 
is very well behaved, even- 
tempered, secure and happy. 

The other drawback with 
autism is that Matthew doesn’t 
look different. We made him 
some T-shirts with various 
slogans on, such as “I’m 
autistic, what’s your problem?” 
which brought him more 
notice. We’ve found that once 
people have read the T-shirt 
they tend to get the picture and 
Matthew gets accepted. 

There’s a part of Matthew 
that we don’t and may never 
know. As a parent you are ina 
constant state of mourning for | 
what’s lost. | 

We made a decision early on 
that we would set limits on 
how much Matthew’s autism 
was going to affect our lives. 
Matthew is who he is, and in 
the meantime life has to go on. — 
We have learned to say yesto 
offers of help and to use 
resources. Sometimes we 
restrict what we do because 
Matthew wouldn’t manage it. 
Sometimes we make him 
manage and sometimes we go 
ahead without him. 

People say we cope 
marvellously. Show us how not 
to cope and perhaps we’ll try it. 
In fact they don’t give Matthew 
enough credit. He’s lovely and 
he’s taught us more about 
unconditional love than most 
people learn in a lifetime. 

As for Jake’s residual 
problems — too chatty and 
extrovert — we do our best to 
sympathise with the school, but 
frankly the other children seem 
quite bland compared with 
him. We’d rather our children 
didn’t become too normal, 
thank you. 


\ 


\ 
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National Autistic Society, tel: 
0181-451 1114 
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Mick strikes bright note 


Mick and wife Pat at the House of Lords 


ALISON MILLER 


When Mick Gerwat became deafblind he 
didn't let despair ruin his life but turned to 
technology, he tells Rod Hermeston 


A music system and a selection 
of records by Genesis, Peter 
Gabriel, Pink Floyd and others 
adorn the lounge. “Gathering 
dust,” says Mick Gerwat — 
former piano tuner to the stars, 
who can no longer hear their 
music. 

Leeds-based Mick, blind from 
early childhood, went deaf in 
1989 and is now on a mission 
to help the public understand 
deafblindness. 


He lobbied MPs at Parliament , 


last month and appeared on 
BBC2’s The Day That Changed 
My Life series on 15 July. 

He also wants to give 
deafblind people the 
opportunity to communicate 
with the outside world. He has 
been Internet advisor for the 
National Deafblind League and 
editor of the league’s quarterly 
magazine The Rainbow since 
March. He is a cochlear 
implant user. 

Originally from London, 
Mick, 46, lived in residential 
schools from the age of two. 

“A sighted person was someone 
I would see quite rarely,” he 
says. 

He trained for three years as a 
piano tuner. 

“Tt got me out, it was a skill 
that was called for, and I got to 
meet some very famous 
people.” 

He would tune pianos at 
concerts in Leeds for Queen, 
Elton John, The Rolling Stones, 
Genesis and Rod Stewart. 

Music was Mick’s great love. 

“Genesis were my favourites. 

I met them first in 1980. ’d met 


hundreds of stars but I was 


standing before them like a 


quivering lump of jelly telling 
myself to pull myself together.” 

It was as a result of his more 
run-of-the-mill work that he 
met his wife Pat when he tuned 
her piano. 

But less than a year after their 
marriage he rapidly lost his 
hearing, his livelihood, and his 
links with the outside world. 


“You need someone to 
shout and scream at, 
and say ‘it’s not bloody 
fair’. You need to be 
able to get rid of the 
anger, then get on with 
it all.” 


“My social life was gone. 
People could only speak to me 
through my wife, using hand 
language — the deafblind 
manual. 

“T became very withdrawn. 
Pat was devastated. She did 
most of the crying for me.” 

It was also difficult for Pat’s 
children — he found it hard to 
communicate with them as 
teenagers. 

Mick was pushed from pillar 
to post, seeking help from 
different organisations as his 
hearing deteriorated. He 
decided to take up computing 
to save his sanity. 

“T was going to live in a silent 
world, and I was going to lose 
two extremely dear things — my 
music and my independence. 


“IT wanted something to 
replace them or I wanted to die. 
“We could not get any grants 
from the authority or help from 

anybody to get a computer 
with a specialised braille 
display, so we thought ‘sod the 
lot of you — we’ll start our own 
appeal’. We called it Project 
Genesis after the band. 

“Eventually I got the 
computer and locked myself in 
my room to learn the hard way. 
It was my saviour. 

“Tt was like having a 
conversation with someone; I 
could scan books and read 
them that way.” 

Since having the cochlear 
implant in 1992, Mick has been 
able to use speech output on his 
computer. 

Technology is vital in 
bringing information and 
advice about the help available 
to deafblind people, but he says 
it also provides pleasure. 

Mick was the first deafblind 
person on the Internet in this 
country after the National 
Deafblind League helped him 
get a modem. 

That is important to him, 
since he still cannot go out on 
his own. 

“The implant has not allowed 
me to listen to music and Iam 
still stuck in the house because 
it does not give me any of the 
sense of direction which blind 
people use their ears for.” 

But the Internet has helped to 
get rid of his feelings of 
isolation and Mick is now 
working to encourage other 
deafblind people to use it. 

“There is a world out there 
and it can be brought to you if 
you want it and you can 
communicate back with it even 
if you have no hearing or sight. 
Technology is playing an 
important role in that.” 

He became editor of The 
Rainbow simply because a 
vacancy came along at the right 
time, and he has strong ideas 
about widening deafblind 
people’s experience. 

“T don’t want it to be ‘nicey 
nicey’. A lot of deafblind 
people don’t want to face up to 
the bare world. They don’t 
know it.” 

Mick feels strongly about 
deafblind issues and wants to 
make an impact. He believes 
the public should be made 
aware of what it is like to be 
deafblind. 

“T admit that the tv 
programme I did played on the 
emotions, but that is the idea, 
because deafblindness is a 
damned emotional thing. 

“The most important thing is 
that deafblind people need 
dignity, so having access to 


guide-helpers is very important. 


“Tam housebound and only 
get out when my wife or 
friends take me.” 

Mick wants people like 
himself to have more support 
and more independence, but he 
would also like to ensure that 
no-one else has to fight the 
lonely battles he did. 

He would like to have a 


counselling system set up for 
people losing their hearing or 
sight. 

“You need someone to shout 
and scream at and say ‘it’s not 
bloody fair’. You need to be 
able to get rid of the anger, 
then get on with it all.” 


National Deafblind League, tel: 
(01733) 573511 


With all the latest innovations in equipment and services aimed at 


improving the quality of life for disabled and elderly people, Naidex is 


the only event you need to visit this year. 


Whether you are an occupational therapist, physiotherapist, nursing 


home manager, NHS or local authority buyer - or more importantly use 


equipment yourself - Naidex will have something of interest for you! 


Naidex is more than an exhibition. For 1996, it features a new product 


showcase sponsored by Therapy Weekly, free on-floor seminars, a 


charity advice centre, the wheelchair test track and much more. 


To be sure you don't miss out on the purchasing opportunity of the 


year, fill in the coupon and post or fax it to us on 01844 218997, or 


simply call our ticket hotline for your free tickets. 


01844 262728 


new products e new technology e new developments 


96 


international 24-26 September 1996 


Wembley Exhibition & Conference Centre 


| would like to visit Naidex ‘96. Please send me 


Name: 


_tickets. 


Occupation: 


“Company: 


"Address: 


turn the coupon to: Naidex 96, eed Exhibition ee pea _ 
riel House, a Th Gee eres We Weide 
Tel 2627 
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12 Motoring 


David Dean finds 
some new ideas 
and old favourites at 
the West Midlands 
Mobility Roadshow 
Before the Mobility Industry 


Research Association (MIRA) 
took over this site at Nuneaton 


Show on 


via a minibus near the Red Cross 
tent. There we found two 
minibus drivers who did not 
know where the track was. I held 
my breath and tested neither 
Ford’s 4x4 or any other car. 
More shocks were to come. 
Citroen, Volkswagen (VW), 
Skoda and Seat all came to the 
show without adapted cars. 


be quickly and safely attached 
and locked to most vehicles in 
seconds. It is professionally 
manufactured using lightweight 
tubular steel for maximum 
durability and strength. It can 
be used in all weathers and can 
carry almost anything. If you 
can walk from the rear of the 
car to the front, it is ideal for 


the road 


have given her information. I 
did talk to the Skoda personnel 
and they were prepared to 
listen and learn. I did not talk 
to Seat and Citroen as by then 
the heat was too much. 
Renault were well represented 
with a good selection of 
adapted minibuses, ambulances 
and cars. I test drove the 
Laguna and was very 
impressed. It is a car that driver 


MM 


_____—s West Midlands 
MOBILITY MOBILITY ROADSHOW 


was difficult to detect the gear 
changes in the four speed 
automatic box, and the 1.6 
engine gave the feeling of a much 
more powerful unit. I really put 
the power on round one curve 
and the car took it as though it 
was not there — most impressive. 


50 years ago it was a busy war 
department airfield training men 
from Poland to fly bombers. It’s 
a chilling thought that this land 
was used for machines that were 
built to destroy. 

From 14-16 June this year it 
was exhibiting machinery for 
quite a different purpose — to 
make the quality of life better for 
thousands of disabled people. 

Exhibits range from adapted 
buses to small pieces of wood 
to help circulate the blood. 

This was the first Midlands 
roadshow and organiser David 
Peacock of DMP Promotions 
did an admirable job. The 
weather was scorching which is 
a big plus at any show. 

The car park was okay but 
people did have to cross a very 
rough part of the test track to 
the show — far from ideal for 
anyone with crutches or sticks, 
or wheelchair users 

The show had everything for 
disabled people. To me it was a 
bit mind boggling as Iam 
newly disabled and most things 
appeared to be new inventions. 

The Cargo Multipurpose 
Carrier caught my eye. It can 


carrying a powerchair or 
scooter. Prices start at £245, tel: 
(01604) 233737. 

The problems started when I 
went to book a test drive in a 
Ford 4x4. The booking was 
made without problems. I kept 
the appointment only to be told 
I had to go to the other side of 
the grounds to the 4x4 test track 


THE ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT 


TVS BRACE 


FOR ARTHRITIC KNEES 


TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK KNEE)/VARUS (BOW LEG) SUPPORT 


he primary function of the brace is to align or 

straighten the limb, which may have deformed to a 
bow or knock knee position, due to weakness of the 
joint. This is usually caused by an arthritic condition, 
resulting in pain or undue aching when standing or 
walking. The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, where 
the knee allows the leg to bend to the rear. 


; 
Knock Knee (Valgus) Before Knock Knee (Valgus) After Knock Knee (Vaigus) Been re Knock Knee (Valgus) After 


Manufactured and Supplied by 
ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 01703 510770 Fax 01703 510772 
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Top trailer: the Cargo can carry almost anything in all weathers 


I talked to the manageress of 
the VW stand who gave me a 
number of explanations, none 
of which were acceptable. I 
explained that a phone call to 
any of the three disabled 
motoring organisations would 


FOR THE SOLUTION. 


EXTRA 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES, AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. IF YOU HAVE A MOBILITY PROBLEM CALL US 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


RONNGING 
GONVMERSHIONS 


Vauxhall put on a good stand 
with their usual efficiency: a 
good mix of cars on display 


and passenger alike will find 
refreshingly easy to live with. 

It is solidly constructed on a 
rigid chassis with side impact 
bars and airbags. There is 
plenty of room inside and many 
models to choose from. Six 
were there for testing and 276 
disabled drivers did just that. 

Stand manageress Caroline 
Chapman said she thought the 
test track was far better than 
the one at Crowthorne, which 
is more like a town circuit. This 
one is open and the customers 
have enough space to get a taste 
of the car’s real performance. 

My next stop was the Rover 
stand. I tested the Rover 400. 
When I sat in it I knew it was 
Rover with that little touch of 
walnut. It brought back the 
days when Rover was British. 
Happy memories! 

I sat in comfort and took in the 
feeling of luxury. One touch of 
the key and I had to ask the 
instructor if the engine was 
running. As we moved away, it 


I tried the reliable Astra 
hatchback automatic. 

This had all the added 
refinements of the other cars I 
tried, and was very 
comfortable. But it did have 
one extra the others didn’t 
have. Driving round the test 
track at a fair lick the 
instructor told me to press a 
button on the gear stick. I did, 
and wow, did she go like a 
rocket. Keep it up Vauxhall. 

A final word from David 
Alston of Vauxhall: “We like 
coming to disability roadshows 
because we get a better class of 
customer than at the Motor 
Show. The people we see are 
interested in the cars, not just 
collecting free literature.” 


David Dean is Honorary 
Secretary of the Disabled 
Motorists’ Federation. 


COURIER 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE 

SP2 7NR 


01722 336048 


and six adapted cars for testing. 
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Looking for 
Transport? 


Renault, Ford, 


Nissan or Volkswagen 
Look no further than a 

| Brotherwood Conversion 

. for purchase, Lease or Hire. 


Renault ‘Eco’ 1.9 Ltr Diesel £11,912 On the road pric 
= Sa oes eso Lot. al 


14,713 On the road price 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1500nm (59 INTERIOR HEADROOM 1550mn (él) _ 


in) 
ie 


[ACCESS HEIGHT | 
1500mm (59%n) 


Nissan Serena _ 1.6 Petrol/2.3 Diesel from £19,752 
PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1881Mm (781) _ . . oe 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 1525ww (60) | 


ACCESS HEIGHT 1450mm (571) 


ae BROTHER WOOD 


U ae a a =e ec 
mae Dorset. DT? 6QP + Telephone: 01935 872603 +» Fax: 01935 872853 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hacket 
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14 Paralympics 


The 10th Paralympics are being held in Atlanta this month — 


Who is on target 
this year to bring 
the medals home 
for Britain, asks 
Rod Hermeston 


Sir Ludwig Guttmann, a 
neuro-surgeon at Stoke Man- 
deville hospital, could hardly 
have imagined what he was 
starting when he organised the 
International Wheelchair 
Games to coincide with the 
London Olympics in 1948. 

The first Paralympics was 
held in Rome in 1960 and 
disabled athletes have been 
meeting and competing every 
four years ever since. 

It has now become the 
second largest sporting event 
in the world (behind the 
Olympics), and this year there 
will be 4,000 athletes from 120 


countries. Like the last two 
Paralympics, both events will 
share the same venue — this 
year it is Atlanta. Britain is 
sending about 250 
competitors. 

At the 1992 games in 
Barcelona, Britain took 128 
medals, 40 of them gold, and 
came third in the overall medal 
table behind the USA and 
Germany. 

The hotter climate could be a 
problem, but the team is going 
out to acclimatise in Pensacola, 
Florida, for ten days before the 
games start on 15 August. 
Many of them have already 


DO YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY 
HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A SCHOOL, 
COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? ARE YOU 
GETTING THE EDUCATION, COMMUNITY 
CARE OR SERVICES YOU NEED? 


David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 
Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. We offer direct access for deaf 
people, through a lawyer fluent in British Sign 


Language. 


We also specialise in accident claims, medical 
negligence, conveyancing, wills and criminal law. 


Legal Aid work undertaken. 


For free initial advice contact: 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. 
SOLICITORS 

Ashley House 
235-239 High Road 


aA 


Legal Aid 


Wood Green 
London 
N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 


Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 


Simon Jackson: confident and in a bullish mood 


been using heat chambers. 

Team coach Tony Sainsbury 
says: “I believe we have a 
British team which can take the 
Americans on in their own 
backyard.” 

There will be 19 sports in the 
games, including two 
demonstration sports for which 
medals are not awarded. 

And this year’s Paralympics 
sees the introduction of new 


Madge Morgan: scared 


sports including lawn bowls 
and equestrian events. Mr 
Sainsbury believes this will help 
Britain pick up more medals. 
So who are the sportspeople 
to look out for this year? 
Simon Jackson, 24, reigning 
visually impaired Paralympic 
judo champion, has the Midas 
touch in this tactile sport, 
having won two Paralympic 
golds, two world 
championships and five 
European golds. 
Jackson is in a bullish mood. 
“There’s no hoping about it. 
Pll get a gold. I haven’t been 
beaten in nine years and I’m 
not going to start now.” 
Jackson and the other judo 
team members will be training 
with the Olympic squad. 


GRAHAM BOOL 


Swimmer Chris Holmes, 24, 
who is blind, took six gold 
medals in the last games but 
will be going for a mere five 
this time. “I’ve been training 
for four hours a day in the pool 
with an hour of weight 
training,” Holmes says. 

“At Barcelona I was pretty 
much unknown on the 
international scene. Now 
everybody is out to beat me, 
but you can use that to your 
advantage to spur yourself on.” 

Fellow swimmer Jeanette 
Esling, 26, who uses a 
wheelchair, is one of Britain’s 
top prospects, having taken five 
gold medals at the world 
championships in 1994 and 
four golds in the European 
championships last year. 

Noel Thatcher, 30, a visually 
impaired runner from Essex, is 
a favourite to take gold in the 
5,000 metres, 10,000 metres 


Noel Thatcher: marathon man 


and the marathon. He won an 
800 metres gold in Seoul in 
1988 and a 1,500 metres gold in 
Barcelona. He went to Japan 
for a month to acclimatise and 
concentrate on marathon 
training. 


Thatcher will face tough 


Dire eS 


competition from the Polish | 
runner Valdemar Kikolsky, but | 
insists he can do it: “If I can get | 
my head together, I can | 
certainly get my body together. _ 
I’m going to Japan to live, eat, | 
breath and sleep marathon 
running.” 

Tanni Grey, 27,winner of the 
ladies’ London wheelchair 
marathon this year has decided 
to opt out of the marathon. 

“Tt’s more important for me 
to concentrate on the 100, 200, 
400 and 800 metres. I won 
golds in these last time and I’m 
much stronger in them 
anyway.” 

The men’s wheelchair 
basketball team and current 
European champions are hot 
medal hopes but will find the 
USA guarding their reputation 
fiercely. Team captain Colin 
Price, 32, remains optimistic: 
“We win tournaments because 
we have a lot of depth. We 
don’t fall apart when players 
aren’t available, because we do 
not rely on just one or two very 
good players.” 

Tracy Wiscombe, 16, a 
swimmer with a learning 
disability, will be cheered on by 
her uncle and friends. She is 
tipped as the one to watch 
after setting four learning 
disability world records at the 
National Open 
Championships in June. 

Seventy-one-year-old Madge 
Morgan is a bowls champion 
and the oldest member of the 
the British team, but she is also 
a Paralympic rookie. 

This is the first time her 
sport has been included in the 
games. 

But the blind and deaf 
grandmother of five is no 
stranger to success since she is 
already a world champion — 
winning the title last year. 

“[’m a bit scared, but my 
husband who is my coach will 
be going with me,” she says. 

The youngest British team 
member is swimmer Emma 
Booker, 15, who has poor joint 
movement. She will take part 
in the 100 mettes breaststroke 
and the 50 and 100 metres 
freestyle. 

“To get a medal would be 
brilliant but I’d just be happy 
to get into the final,” Booker 
says. “I was really shocked to 
get a place.” 

Matthew Juniper, 23, an 
amputee sprinter and long 
jumper, has just gained a first 
class engineering degree from 
Cambridge University. 

He does not see himself as a 
gold medal prospect, having 
concentrated on his studies. “I 
cut down training to revise for 
six weeks which is not ideal, 
but it’s a sacrifice you have to 
make.” 
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for the British Paralympic 


- Association. 


General secretary Barry 
Schofield says team prepara- 
tion and games participation 
cost £2.5 million from 1992-6. 
At the moment the association 
needs a further £300,000 to 
meet the target for Atlanta. 
“We did a real trawl this time 
round expecting to get a lot of 
major corporate sponsors at 
the £100,000 level but found if 
difficult,” Mr Schofield says. 
However, sponsors this year 


include the Royal Mail, British 
Telecom, Barclaycard, and 


Racal. 
“The bulk of money always 


- comes in late as charitable 
donations. We expect Royal 


Mail staff to raise it as they did 
last time, but we won’t know 
for certain until August.” 

But Mr Schofield is in 
buoyant mood, predicting a 
flood of sponsorship next time 
round as advertisers spot the 
marketing potential of growing 
media interest. 

This year BBC television has 
promised 45 minutes of daily 
coverage from 17-26 August, 
Radio 5 Live will give daily 
coverage, while Tanni Grey will 
present its Sportfirst 
programme from Pensacola. 

At the last games, the BBC 
showed three half-hour 
programmes on three 
consecutive Saturdays after the 
event. 

“Atlanta is surely going to be 
an attraction to British 
sponsors. I think there will be 
a real breakthrough after that,” 
Mr Schofield says optim- 
istically. 

Judo champion Simon 
Jackson is pleased too. 

“It’s a step forward from 1988 
when they showed one 
programme about three 


months after it was all over. 
This year people will be able to 
follow their athletes.” 


Coverage is improving, 
although many sportsmen and 
women are angry that the 
games’ organisers, still do not 


Tracy Wiscombe: one to watch 


treat the three categories of 
physical, sensory and learning 
disabilities equally. 

Shirley Hughes, manager of 
Cerebral Palsy Sport, fears that 
as the trend moves towards 
pitting people with different 
types of disability against each 
other (DN May), those with 
severe and medium disabilities 
are being squeezed out. 

“Because of the way 
classification is going this will 


probably be the last time that 
our group has such large 
representation. 

“Tt has already happened in 
the swimming where there are 
fewer people with more severe 
disabilities taking part.” 

Jane Cussons, a swimmer 
with medium severity cerebral 
palsy (cp), claims that many 
countries often shy away from 
sending severely disabled 
people to games, which means 
swimming events are cancelled 
because of a lack of 
competitors. 

Cussons believes she missed 
out on a place this year because 
she had to compete with 
swimmers with other 
disabilities. 

“T could not perform at the 
trials because of the coldness of 
the water. People with cp are 
affected by that in a way that 
others may not be.” 

But Doug Williamson, 
swimming co-ordinator for 
Cerebral Palsy International 
Sport and Recreation 
Association, who successfully 
fought to have a ring fenced 
swimming event reserved for 
people with severe disabilities, 
says competitors worldwide 
prefer Boccia to swimming. He 


Tanni Grey: opting out of the marathon this year 


Athletics gets a boost from BT 


Athletics for people with dis- 
abilities is to get a massive cash 
injection to boost Britain’s per- 
formance in the Sydney Para- 
lympics in the year 2,000. 

The scheme, which is the 
result of collaboration between 
the UK Sports Association for 
People with Learning 
Disability, the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled, 
the British Paralympic 
Association and the British 
Athletics Federation (BAF), will 


get £1 million over the next five 
years. 

- BT Athletics will fund local 
events and coaching as well as 
the Paralympians. 

BPA general secretary Barry 
Schofield said: “We are looking 
to Sydney and the future. 

“Two thirds of the money will 
be going to the grass roots level 
where you need it most, and 
just a third to the elite level.” 

BAF will also fund a worker to 
manage the scheme nationally, 


leading Mr Schofield to believe 
that BAF may eventually take 
disability athletics under its 
wing, a move Noel Thatcher 
and many other elite athletes 
would support. 

Esther Cruice, a world record 
breaking sprinter with cp, 
believes it would improve 
Britain’s Paralympic standing. 

Tanni Grey said: “The money 
will sort out the grass roots 
and the elite level will look 
after itself.” 


Paralympics 15 


— DN takes a look at the issues and Britain’s medal hopes 


Berti money is 
constant headache 


Money is a constant headache 


Chris Holmes: six times gold medal winner in Barcelona 


says this is why fewer 
swimmers take part in the 
Paralympics. 

People with learning 
disabilities (LD), who have 
been included in the games for 
the first time, still face an 
uphill battle. 

Roger Biggs, director of the 
UK Sports Association for 
people with Learning 
Disability and general secretary 
of the International Sports 
Federation for People with 
Learning Disability, slammed 
the small number of events 
open to them. 

“People with LDs are involved 
in just four events in swimming 
and athletics. That means 56 
athletes worldwide are eligible 
to take part in a games 
boasting 4,000 sportsmen and 


women.” 

Competitors with other 
disabilities have argued that 
people with learning 


~ disabilities should not be 


included in the Paralympics. 
Tanni Grey believes that they 
should take part in the full 
Olympics as part of moves 
towards an integrated society 
(DN May). 

But Mr Biggs is suspicious. “If 
you are classified as having a 
disability you should be 
allowed to choose where to 
compete.” 

He said it had been a fight to 
get people with learning 
disabilities included, as some 
athletes had been initially 
insulting. But people changed 
their views when they saw what 
these competitors could do. 


Making wheelchair accessible 
oes affordable 


SY 


Send for the post test colour brochure 
Contact Peter Scullion or John Adair 


The Lewis Reed Group 


474 Woodchurch Rd., Prenton, Birkenhead, Wirral, 
Merseyside L43 0SE Fax: 0151 608 9393 


0151 608 9933 
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Canals have thera- 
peutic properties, 
finds Alison Miller 


Do you want a break from the 
hustle and bustle of life? 
Richard Dean did. And what 
better way to get away from it 
all than a trip on one of 
Britain’s historic canals. 

Richard, who has muscular 
dystrophy, has been on four 
trips with the Reach Out 
Project in Hertfordshire. It 
specialises in taking disabled 
people along the Grand Union 
Canal. 

“It’s very therapeutic,” says 
Richard. “It’s a change from 
the normal pace of life.” 

The Reach Out Project has 
four boats that have been 
adapted for wheelchair users 
and can be hired out. 

The latest — Sheldrake II — is 
a wide-beam canal boat. It has 
ramps for boarding, hydraulic 
lifts to both decks and a toilet 


16 Out and about 


A different world 


and shower designed for 
wheelchair users. It can carry 
up to 12 people. 


Past times 


Andy Wattie sees 
history come to life 
in Wensleydale 


The anniversary of Richard 
III’s coronation was 6 July 
1996, but only for his present 
day supporters. Where better 
to celebrate than at his boy- 
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Monday to Thursday 
& 9am - 5pm on Friday 
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Course. 


Learn in the comfort of your own home at the pace 
and times that suit you. ICS is the worlds largest, 


hood home of Middleham 
Castle in Wensleydale? 

The castle is at the top of the 
steep main street of Middleham. 


There is adequate on-street park- ° 


ing around this English Heritage 
site. The building is imposing, 
dominated by its Norman keep — 
one of the largest in England. 
After crossing the moat by 


Train at Home for a Better Career 
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Sailor made: Richard Dean enjoys the break from routine on one of the Reach Out Project’s boats 


Greta Murphy, who runs the 
project, believes a canal trip has 
something for everyone — what- 


wooden footbridge, all parts 
except the keep tower are 
wheelchair accessible. 

An actor playing Richard was 
holding court in a sunny spot by 
the remains of the south east 
tower. We were whisked back to 
the 15th Century by members of 
The Stafford Household — a soci- 
ety which specialises in recreat- 
ing life from the time of the Wars 
of the Roses. They were por- 
traying Richard’s subjects. 

His Majesty was entertained by 
Rick and Helen Heavisides who 
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ever their age or disability. 
“Tt’s a different world and there 
are all sorts of things to see — 


perform as the duo, 
“Hautbois”. They play a vari- 
ety of instruments all of which 
are exact replicas of ones used 
500 years ago. 

After the court had danced, 
Richard graciously allowed the 
peasantry of yesterday and 
today to dance on the lawns. 
Rick told the history of the 
dances or “brawls” as they 
were then known, and Helen 
demonstrated the steps, playing 
whistle and drum as she did so. 

Then a young buzzard trained 


by the royal falconer overshot 
the gloved hand holding out the 
titbit and flew into the path of 
the archers who were practising 
with longbow and crossbow by 
the castle moat. The bird was 
recovered safely and the king, 
often portrayed as a cruel sadis- 
tic man, showed his true spirit 
by gently chiding the assistant 
falconer. 

Richard then relaxed and 
invited questions on court life 
from the courtiers. This was 
brought to a halt when a child 
brought before him asked if he 
had ever been unfaithful to 
Queen Anne. Youth prevented 
this child from immediately 
being put to the sword. 

15th Century crafts were 
demonstrated all around the 


Time travellers: the Stafford Household breathe life into history 


wildlife like swans, kingfishers | 


and cranes as well as factories, 

houses and colourful boats.” 
The boats are often hired out 

by groups of disabled people. 


Richard enjoyed being part of a 


team: “Everybody’s on the 
boat together and you work as 
a group. You can help to steer 
and help with the cooking.” 


The only things he was unable | 


to help with were the locks. 
“You have to have able bodied 
people to do them and you can 
sit on the boat and get frustrat- 
ed. But I would still recommend 
a canal trip to other disabled 
people. It’s just so peaceful.” 


Reach Out Project, tel: (01707) 
335968 

Bruce Charitable Trust has 
adapted boats on the Kennet 
and Avon Canal, tel: (01672) 
515498. 

Gloucestershire Disabled 
Afloat Riverboats Trust offers 
trips around the Midlands, tel: 
(01452) 410022. 


} 
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castle by members of the house-_ 


hold including helmets and 
weapons of the period which 
many tried. 

The celebrations ended with a 
pageant from the castle down 
to Middleham Market place 
where local tradesmen in 
medieval dress had set up stalls. 


Middleham Castle, tel: (01969) 
623899 
For other re-enactments and 


tournaments around the coun- 
try, tel: (01753) 521187. 


Out and about in August 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo, 
2-24 August at Edinburgh 


Castle. Music, dancing and 
ceremony, Tel: 0131-225 1188. 


Great British Beer Festival, 6- 
10 August at Olympia in 
London. Tel: (01727) 867201. 


Rupert Bear Fun Day with a 
teddies’ trail on 28 August at 
the National Trust’s (NT) 
Colby Woodland Garden in 
Dyfed, tel: (01834) 811885. 


Vintage Classic and 
Sportscar Show on 31 
August at NT’s Tatton Park 
near Knutsford in Cheshire, 
tel: (01565) 654822. 
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eld? Where’s Driffield, you might 
and so did Chris Evans. He was 
ctigued by the sleepy village that 
tided to visit with the Radio 1 
show. DN and young newshound 
Aartin were hot on his trail. 
showground was a hive of activity. 
sands of teenagers were working 
ielves into a frenzy at the thought 
ing the ginger haired DJ and bands 
and Dodgy. There were even 

urs that ex-Take That-er Robbie 


he groove: Lisa Martin (right) with carer Louise Brown enjoy the music 


Williams might be on the scene. 
As a member of the press, 12- 
year-old Lisa was whisked back- 
stage to hobnob with the stars. 

We passed the bleached blond 
members of Dodgy warming 
up. Lisa was thrilled as this was 
the closest she had ever been to 
pop stars. Also backstage was 
Chris Evans and his “hairbear” 
gang getting ready. 

Once the show got underway, 


hank Evans it’s Chris 


inah Crabtree and teenager Lisa Martin hobnob with the stars at the Radio 1 Roadshow 


Lisa was right 
at the front ina 
special area for 
wheelchair 
users. She 
thought this 
was a good idea 
although there wasn’t as much 
room as she would have liked. 
Louise Brown, Lisa’s carer, 
said: “The area was behind one 
of the speakers which obstruct- 


BHERADIO 


HANNAH CRABTREE 


iow far can you go? 


e Rogers wanders 
the wilds with the 
St off-road vehicle 


re restricted in mobility but still 
| of strolling through rutted 
lands, the Gofar all-terrain vehi- 
uld be the answer. 

he idea of agricultural equipment 
rer Stephen Skurray. I tested his 
type and was impressed by the 

of thinking behind its design. He 
‘ing the opinions of potential users 
starting production and a demon- 
mn model is available for trial. 
design copes remarkably well 
ough terrain, and is already 

d approvingly by the National 
and Holiday Adventure Centres 

> Disabled. This is because, 
‘some other cross-country vehi- 
‘applies no more ground pressure 
valkers’ boots with its special 
and its steering system does not 
or damage soft ground. 

ding with my back to the Gofar, I 
myself easily into the seat, then 
at back into the driving position. 
inning speed of 3 to 4 mph is set 
and throttle (which you can then 
) and a left hand push-pull clutch 


lever provides forward and 
reverse traction, and “lock 
stop” in neutral. The smaller 
rear wheels provide steering via 
a right hand tiller. 

Strapped into the comfortable 
seat, off I went through the 
thick grass, feeling totally safe 
with an anti-roll bar above and 
behind my head. 

The Gofar can cope happily 
with deeply furrowed tracks 
and soft ground. In fact, it can 
follow more or less any track 
that a walker might go — up, 
down and around the country- 


Pushing back the boundaries: 
Mike Rogers in the Gofar 


side, except for very steep 
slopes. 

It has a 9hp self-starting 
petrol engine, and the range on 
a tankful is about 15 miles. 

A tray is carried behind the 
seat which can be swung in front 
of the driver for taking snacks, 
assembling fishing rods or hold- 
ing a camera or binoculars. 

Skurray is anxious to finalise 
details. He anticipates the 
Gofar selling at £7,000-£8,000. 
This is not a road or pavement 
vehicle, so he has designed a 
simple trailer for taking it by 
road to suitable sites. 

Right now, he wants to assess 
the interest level of folk with 
below waist disabilities. 

I’ve lived for 50 plus years 
with a full-length artificial left 
leg, and as soon as I was driv- 
ing along rutted tracks in the 
Gofar, I felt my horizons 
widening. All my own aircraft 
engineering instincts feel in 
tune with this interesting 
design. I believe it will go far... 


Stephen Skurray, tel: (01734) 
814840 
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ed the view. But the Radio 1 
staff were really nice and 
friendly.” 

Lisa liked Chris Evans and 
loved the bands. She was jigging 
about so much when Dodgy 
sang their hit “Good Enough” 
that one of her shoes fell off! 

The atmosphere was euphoric 
as Evans proclaimed Driffield, 
“the sexiest place in the 
Universe” and the girls in the 
crowd became hysterical when 
Chris’s sidekicks, Jamie and 
Justin, danced around in boxer 
shorts. Luckily, St John’s 
Ambulance staff were on hand 
to help anyone overcome by all 
the excitement. 

Sadly, Robbie Williams was 
nowhere in sight, but to most 
of the crowd this was only a 
minor disappointment. 

As soon as the show ended, 
Evans sped away in a black 
Rolls Royce, leaving Driffield 
to recover from all the commo- 
tion caused by Britain’s most 
notorious redhead. 

Lisa said she had really loved 
the show and would like to go 
to another. Louise had also 
enjoyed herself but had a cou- 
ple of complaints: 

“There didn’t seem to be any 
parking spaces for disabled 
people. We were able to park 


Get DN 
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Notorious: DJ Chris Evans 


with the press, but if we’d had 
to park with everyone else in the 
next field it would have been a 
long treck to the show. Also, 
there were no adapted toilets.” 

As the roadies packed away, 
Lisa reflected on her day: She 
had had a fantastic time and 
couldn’t wait for DN to hit the 
shops. She already has a fan of 
her own. The first copy will go 
to her boyfriend, David. 
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18 City focus « Blackpool 


Pleasure or pain? 


More and more disabled holidaymakers are heading for the 
north-west of England for sun and fun, writes Helen Gregory 


Blackpool is a brash and brac- 
ing tourist resort which has 
always been popular with holi- 
daymakers looking for a cheap 
break. 

The town has a vibrant and 
lively seafront with miles of 
sand, and boasts that it is the 
“perfect spot for disabled 
visitors”. 

Blackpool is in an area called 
the Fylde — an Anglo-Saxon 
word for field — which is very 
flat and easy to get about in. 

A Guide to Blackpool for 
Disabled People, published by 
the local council, says the 
residents are understanding, 
and that it is doing its bit by 
refurbishing public amenities to 
provide access. 

Taking a stroll along the 
“Golden Mile” there are 
literally dozens of wheelchair 
users who obviously bear 
testimony to the council’s 
good intentions. But is 
Blackpool really as virtuous as 
it claims? 


Getting there 

Blackpool North is the town’s 
main railway station, (change 
at nearby Preston) tel: (01772) 
254821. It is fully accessible, 
including toilets and parking 
facilities. 

For forward planning, there is 
the Dial-a-Bus service, tel: 
(01253) 752525, which takes 
bookings in advance and takes 
passengers door-to-door. 

Blackpool Transport Services, 
tel: (01253) 23931, runs most of 


Blackpool’s flat promenade is easy to stroll along 


the buses in the town centre 
and the trams which run 
regularly along the front. Some 
buses are accessible to 
wheelchair users (see next 
page), although the 60-year-old 
trams are not. 

Unusually for many towns, 
there are about 70 taxis, which 
are adapted to carry 
wheelchairs. 


Firms with adapted cars 
include Progress Taxis, tel: 
(01253) 23411 and Tower 
Taxis, tel: (01253) 26662. 


Shopping 
A number of streets in the town 
centre are pedestrianised, with 
more in the pipeline. 

Accessible pedestrian areas 
include Birley Street, Queen’s 


HELEN GREGORY 


Street and Victoria Street. The 
Hounds Hill Centre is also 
good. 

There are only 15 parking 
spaces for disabled drivers 
around the town, and 23 toilets 
for disabled people in public 
places. 

There are extensive plans to 
pedestrianise more of 
Blackpool’s streets and a 
Shopmobility scheme is due to 
start up next summer. 

This will be based next to a 
covered car park and will 
enable people to pick up 
wheelchairs and liaise with 
stores to help them shop. 


Entertainment 

The Pleasure Beach was the 
most popular tourist attraction 
in the UK in 1994. 

Spanning 42 acres and 
boasting 140 rides and 
attractions, including the 
world’s tallest and fastest 
rollercoaster, it has something 
for all the family. 

It prides itself on having good 
facilities for disabled people, 
including toilets and parking 
spaces, and has even produced 
a guidebook which gives a 
breakdown of how accessible 
each ride is, tel: (01253) 341033. 

Blackpool has two cinemas — 
the MGM, tel: (01253) 27207, 
has two screens with a total of 
six wheelchair spaces, and the 
Odeon, tel: (01253) 23565, has 
two screens with a total of four 
wheelchair spaces. 
Unfortunately, neither has 
toilets for disabled film fans. 

Accessible nightclubs are 
almost non-existent, although 
Rumours, tel: (01253) 293204, 


Helping to get a foot in the door 


Shopkeepers must 
fj) quiver with fear 
oH when Clarissa 
Clarke walks up 
their steps. 

For the co-ordinator of 
Blackpool’s Action for Better 
Access has a reputation for 
getting what she wants — better 
access in Blackpool’s stores and 
public buildings. 

“T have a brass band 
approach,” Clarissa admits 
proudly as she points out the 
growing number of accessible 
high street shops. 

The action group started life 
six years ago and has now 
assumed such influence that 
many decision-makers and 
planners in the town are 
beginning to take notice. 

An annual awards scheme has 
grown to such an extent that 
last month 100 churches, shops, 
toilets and libraries were 


congratulated for improving 
their access. Proud winners can 
display a sticker in their 
windows to show just how 
accommodating they are. 

The group monitors planning 
applications and sits in on 
council meetings to make sure 


access is incorporated in new 
developments. 

“When the football club 
stadium was being redesigned, 
we helped get a loop system in, 
improved the loos and got 
disabled spectators into better 
seats,” Clarissa says. 


Clarissa is always looking for new challenges 


Many of the shops in the 
town centre have ramped 
access, and some, like Marks 
and Spencer, have installed 
automatic doors, partly due to 
the group’s persuasive powers. 

The town hall is ramped, as 
are a number of building 
societies and banks. 

“A lot of access groups around 
the country just meet once a 
month, but we are very 
influential and have a lot more 
say in planning the town’s 
future,” she says. 

One of Clarissa’s proudest 
achievements are the six unisex 
toilets for disabled people 
which sit on the sea front at 
500-yard intervals. 

“Some developers say disabled 
people always come mob- 
handed with friends, as an 
excuse. 

“But it’s not true, and we’re 
about changing their minds.” 


is okay for wheelchair users as _ 
long as you can take a couple 
of steps in the toilet. 


Eating out 

The guide to Blackpool gives a 
list of accessible restaurants 

and cafes. Unfortunately many 
of them do not have toilets with 
access. 

Those that do include famous — 
fish and chip shop and take- 
away Harry Ramsden’s, tel: 
(01253) 294386 and Fatty 
Arbuckle’s, tel: (01253) 291642. 

Pubs include the Counting 
House, tel: (01253) 290979 and 
the Station Hotel, tel: (01253) 
20870. 


Accommodation 

As well as the Norbreck Castle — 
hotel (see next page), three 
other hotels in the town are 
fully equipped to cater for 
wheelchair users — the Bond 
Hotel, tel: (01253) 341218, the 
Shellard Hotel, tel: (01253) 
342679, and the Highgrove 
Hotel, tel: (01253) 408150. 

At least 35 others say they can — 
provide “limited facilities for 
guests with some degree of 
disability”. 

Another 20 flats and 
apartments for self-catering 
accommodation boast the same 
amenities. 

These include Elizabeth 
Holiday Flats, tel: (01253) 
27466, Marina Holiday Flats, 
tel: (01253) 853171, and 
Penraven and Deesdide Flats, 
tel: (01253) 290577. 

The Dudley Hotel, tel: 
(01253) 20281 has owners who 
can sign for deaf visitors. 

Eight hotels can cater for 
learning disabled visitors, 
including the Beulah Hotel, tel: 
(01253) 353492, and West Lea 
Hotel, tel: (01253) 22704. 


+ 
% 
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Curtain up 
on theatre's © 
new look 


Disabled theatre-goers will find 
it easier to enjoy performances 
at Blackpool’s Grand Theatre 
next summer, thanks to a grant 
from the National Lottery. 

At least £60,000 of the 
£681,000 which was awarded to 
the town’s theatre will be spent 
on improving access and 
facilities for disabled people. 

Stairways will get non-slip 
flooring, extra low-level 
lighting and more hand-rails. 

The box office will be lowered 
and fitted with a loop system. 
The size of the adapted toilet 
will be increased and clearer 
signs will be put around the 
theatre. 

As well as this, a two channel, 
40-head set audio description 
system will be installed. 
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' Lesley (left) with fellow volunteer Christine Hall 


HELEN GREGORY 


‘Service with knowing smile 


Single mum Lesley Gannon 
thinks Blackpool town centre is 
“a nightmare”. 

Wheelchair user Lesley 
believes the council, offices, 
shops and pubs need to get 
their act together to improve 
access and says she would never 
go into town on her own. 

“T did it once and was so 
limited in where I could go. 
The pavements are awful in a 
lot of places and so many pubs 
and clubs have a step at the 
entrance. 

“Even if they don’t, you can’t 
use the toilet. I couldn’t go ona 
pub craw] in Blackpool — the 
town just doesn’t cater for 
young wheelchair users.” 

Lesley had to give up work a 
few years ago, but is now a 
part-time volunteer for the 
recently established Disability 
Information Service (DIS). 

The drop-in centre was only 
set up six months ago but has 
already helped 600 callers with 


advice on benefits, transport, 
access, holidays and education. 

Fellow volunteer Keith Lee 
says the service is unique in the 
town. “It’s proving really 
popular already. 

“We get a wide range of 
queries and it is often a case of 
referring people on to other 
groups where they can get more 
help. 

“The only sector we haven’t 
had contact with are deaf 
people, who seem to stick to 
their own groups — but we’re 
working on them!” 

The volunteers are often a 
sympathetic ear for people who 
are newly disabled and 
sometimes despairing of getting 
back their confidence. 

“That’s where we come in. We 
can empathise by telling them 


Hotel’s 


“None of our staff will bat an 
eyelid at anyone who stays at 
the hotel.” 

That’s the promise from 
Helen Nicholson, sales 
manager of the town’s 
Norbreck Castle Hotel, tel: 
(01253) 352341 who insists that 
everyone gets a warm welcome 
in the large seafront hotel. 

“We don’t like segregating 
people here,” she adds. “We 
host a number of conferences 
for disabled groups, many of 
whom are in wheelchairs, and 
we're getting more groups 
every year.” 


Cleveleys’ Park: 


via Whitegate Drive & Town Centre 


The hotel has a number of 
conference and meeting rooms, 
and claims to be the biggest 
combined hotel, conference 
and exhibition centre in the 
country — able to accommodate 
up to 3,500 delegates. 

100 of its 361 en-suite rooms 
can take wheelchair-using 
guests. Each has features such 
as alarms, grab rails, tap levers, 
shower seats and plenty of 
turning room for wheelchairs. 

The ground floor is 
completely accessible to 
wheelchair users, even without 
assistance, which means guests 


M8 


warm weicome 


can use the swimming pool 
(which has a chair lift), go to 
the nightclub, bar and 
restaurant. 

Areas of the ground floor have 
been painted in different 
colours to make life easier for 
visually impaired guests. 

In addition, hearing impaired 
visitors are given notices to 
hang on their room handle, 
asking for help during a fire. 

Staff, wearing similar 
coloured T-shirts with the same 
emblem, will then be able to 
target and help guests evacuate. 
the building. 


Wheelchair users can now hop on buses around the town centre — one of the few hi-tech fleets in the 
country. Blackpool Transport Services introduced eight “easy access buses” to its 130-strong fleet earlier 
this summer. These have a hydraulic step that lowers to the level of the pavement, allowing wheelchair 
users to get on. About half the bus stops in the town centre are at the right height for the new buses, but 
the firm hopes that all of them will be adapted soon. 


how they can get back out 
there and carry on — like we 
did,” Keith says. 

DIS, tel: (01253) 699722 


BLACKPOOL TRANSPORT SERVICES 


Fancy firing 
some pots? 


Using the Internet, doing 
embroidery, making animated 
cartoons and firing pots are all 
in a day’s work for visitors to 
the Whitegate Day Centre. 

A range of activities are on 
offer at the centre which caters 
for the spectrum of disabilities 
and interests, from those who 
want to relax in front of the tv, 
to more taxing pastimes. One 
man is even using the centre to 
further his studies in 
Egyptology. 

Staff see it as a springboard 
into education, work, or just 
day-to-day living in the 
community. At the moment 100 
people from the Blackpool area 
can make use of the amenities 
at any one time. 

The centre’s assistant 
manager Sadie O’Neill says the 
centre is “keenly sought after”. 

As well as recreation, visitors 
can use the rehabilitation 
kitchen which teaches cooking 
and shopping skills to help 
students live independently. 


THERA*POSTURE 


Stay Independent in Comfort 
| Automatic Adjustable Bed 


Independence and comfort at the touch of a button 


Theraposture offer a carefully thought-out range of products to help 
those with mobility problems enjoy the independence and comfort of 
their own homes. 


Suppliers to DHS, and Health Authorities 


FOR A FREE BROCHURE 
OR DEMONSTRATION, 
PLEASE 'PHONE 


Head up Feet up Variable Height (0985) 
Eat, read or Improve For easier 
watch TV in circulation, nursing or 84 T 78 8 
comfort reduce fluid getting in and 
retention out 


wf 
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THERA*POSTURE 


Theraposture Limited, 
FREEPOST, Warminster, Wilts., BA12 8TZ 


Frill in this coupon or phone for a FREE Brochure-—no stamp needed 


DIN/8/96 


The Automatic 
Seat Lift Chair 
& AutoLift 
Slumber Recline 
¢Stands you up 
*Sits you down 
*Nice and gently 


*At the touch 
of a button. 


1 

! Please tick for brochure 

' DO Beds OUChairs (Transfer System 
: Name ae 
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1 Address 


Post Code 
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Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 


e-mail:dnow@d-access.demon.co.uk 


Failing to see the signs 


In November 1972, the Disable- 
ment Income Group (DIG) 
handed the Labour MP Jack 
Ashley a petition signed by 
258,404 people demanding a 
“disability” pension as of right 
for all disabled people. 

Within a few years of this 
impressive achievement, this 
leading organisation of 
disabled people played no 
further role in the development 
of our movement. DIG had 
allowed its single issue 
campaign for legislation to 
become its top priority and 
paid the price for neglecting its 
grass roots membership. 

A revitalised disability move- 
ment will no doubt be grateful 
to Richard Wood (DN, April) 
for giving us the 1989 date when 
the British Council of Disabled 
People made “the campaign for 
comprehensive anti- 
discrimination its top priority”. 

For me, failing to see the signs 
(so painfully learnt from DIG) 
that numbers (112 
organisations) mean little 
without reflecting on the actual 
strength behind those numbers; 
that disability arts and culture 
“not thriving” is not just sad 
but mirrors the lack of 
movement in the movement; 
that pressure group politics 
taking priority over grass roots 
work creates an elite who enjoy 
personal growth and advancing 
careers, while the membership 
is increasingly left behind — all 
reflect a weakness in the vitality 
of the whole movement. 

I’m not against a campaign 
for civil rights legislation as 
long as this is secondary to, 
and increases, grass roots work. 


BaKare Beds 
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This Volker 
Nursing Bed 
BaKare Beds 


Home 
from 
is fully 


adjustable to ‘Sit U up’ 


at the touch of a 
button, and with 
motorised height 
adjustment to ' stand 
U' up’, or for Nursing. 


The problem is that the ‘social 
model of disability’ does not 
seem to guide our vision. 

We treat our oppression as if 
this is a collection of single- 
issue disabling events and we 
then try to tackle each of them 
as if they were not created by 
mainstream social structures. 

Thus we campaign for anti- 
discrimination legislation 
(ADL) at the same time as 
other legislation is making the 
health, welfare, education and 
employment sectors of society 
more disabling for people with 
impairments. 

The education system, for 
example, is going to become 
more competitive and selective 
with fewer educationalists per 
student and this, with greater 
competition in the labour 
market, is bound to isolate the 
next generation of disabled 
kids, whatever ADL is in place. 

A quote from the American 
Society of Disabled Professionals 
about the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), more 
than anything I have said, invites 
us to stop and think about the 
direction of our movement. 

“According to the current 
population survey conducted 
by the US Department of 
Commerce, combined rates of 
labor force participation and 
employment for people with 
disabilities have actually 
decreased from their 1992 levels, 
when the ADA became effective. 
During the same time period, 
non-disabled people have enjoyed 
higher levels of labor force 
participation and employment.” 
Vic Finkelstein 
London N8 


ACE not 
sidelined 


The decision by ministers to 
renew Government support for 
the Access Committee for Eng- 
land (ACE) is to be welcomed 
and should not be seen as the 
committee being “sidelined”. 
Transfer of the committee’s 
ownership to its member 
organisations offers increased 
opportunities for ACE to 
participate more readily in the 
evolving relationship between 
government and the community. 
As a forum for debate between 
users, providers and regulators 
of the built environment, ACE 
will continue to develop, 
through consensus, practical 
solutions to access problems. 
The committee will equally 
carry on promoting its own 
brand of balanced policy advice 
to all those who need to take an 
interest, including ministers. 
The only change is that the 
Minister for Disabled People 
now prefers external advice to 
be channelled through the 
National Disability Council. 
Peter Lainson 
Chairman, ACE 


‘Disgusted’ by 
mobility cuts 


I was shocked and disgusted to 
read of the proposed cuts by 
Peter Lilley of the mobility 
component for people in hospi- 
tal over four weeks. 

I have been a long term 
hospital patient for 13 years. 
One of the things that make 
life a little better is the chance 
of going to the shops or visiting 
my sister. I have friends who 
sometimes take me out using 
the hospital ambulance — I am 
flat on my back so I cannot use 
any other transportation. 

If the allowance is cut, an 
awful lot of people could be 
left in hospitals for 24 hours a 
day for years without ever 
seeing the outside world. 
Eileen Hobson 
Haslemere, Surrey 


DON'T BELIEVE YOUR EYES ! 


This is a Multifunctional Nursing Bed with height adjustment. 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel :01 752 34 22 22 
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Hiding my 
feet from 
boyfriends 


My first university year has 
been one rollercoaster ride with 
ups and downs that you are 
never quite prepared for. 

This term I juggled flat 
hunting and revising. My legs 
put a stop to any visions of 
grandeur where flats are 
concerned. My supportive 
flatmates (the nurses to be) and 
I had to opt for a small, 
modern, ground floor flat in a 
not very nice area. However, it 
is near the university, Tesco, 
and the swimming pool, and 
not too far from my osteopath. 

Aside from flat hunting, I was 
busy writing an article on 
disability for the student paper. 
I’m fuming at the powerlessness 
of the Disability Discrimination 
Act in educational matters and 
on disability rights in general. 

Doing the article taught me a 
lot. [hope it gets fellow 
students thinking too. It was 
meant to be over two pages but 
the size was reduced before I 
even started writing. Perhaps 
because of the way I wrote the 
article, the paper will look for 
“lighter issues” in future. 

Exams made the second half 
of our summer term tense. 
Most people rushed home 
afterwards, so the end of term 
just quietly faded out. There 
were no exciting celebrations. 

This was the only term I 
haven’t gone home. I’m also 
one of the few people to stay on 
after term time. I wanted to 
move into my new flat. It does 
feel liberating to have left halls 
of residence. 

I’ve also stayed on to find out 
my exam results. I’ve been too 
complacent about work and 


No show 
There was Sally Greengross, 


director-general of Age Con- 
cern, ready for a nine o’clock 
start to a long-term care confer- 
ence. But where was the audi- 
ence? Eventually five turned up 
at Church House in London, 
one more than the speakers. 
Twenty minutes late, the con- 
ference finally got underway. 
Was it the ecclesiastical sur- 
roundings that put people off, or 
the lack of a champagne break- 
fast? Or the subject? 


No bath 


When someone with spina 


bifida asked Cheshire social 


dread having to return for resit 

I’m hoping to go to Egypt 
with my boyfriend Killian. 

Unfortunately we have been a 
big distraction to each other. I 
didn’t just let work slip by 
because of him, but I saw very 
little of my friends. This was att 
mistake. It’s easy to lose touch 
and hard to get back on to 
friendship terms again. 

Thankfully, I rectified the 
situation with the few that 
stayed up here after exams. We! 
had a carefree time — no 
lectures and sunshine galore. 

I’ve also had a huge amount | 
of fun with my boyfriend. We | 
go clubbing and out for 
expensive meals, gorging 
ourselves after the iron rations | 
of university food. The 
patrolling dinner ladies from 
Pollock are replaced by 
suspicious waiters, who call 
Killian “young man” as they 
ask for his credit card. 

This is the best relationship 
I’ve ever been in. I find it 
hardest telling a boyfriend] | 
really like about my foot 
deformities. But when it seems a | 
relationship might last, | want | 
them to know so that Iam less | 
inhibited. 

I have got very good at hiding | 
my feet from boyfriends over | 
the years. Some have never 
found out. But it’s always in the] 
back of my mind. 

Luckily, I gathered up the 
courage to tell Killian and my 
fear of being rejected 
disappeared. Although I know | 
it’s a good test of character and | 
that someone is shallow if they | 
reject me because of my feet, it 
doesn’t make the fear of being 
rejected any smaller. 


| 
| 


| 
t 
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services for a £66 bath, he got 
a shower — worth £3,000. Pity 
he can’t use it. 


No language 
A Turkish man visiting his 
family in London, for Euro ’96, | 
took a taxi to Dulwich and on | 
the way had a severe stroke. He 
was taken to hospital, but no 
one could speak Turkish. Who 
did his daughter-in-law turn 
to? DN’s telephone counsellor, © 
Lin Berwick. 

After trying Scotland Yard, 
the Foreign Office, The 
International Red Cross, the 
Turkish Cultural Centre and 
Internet, Lin found two 
translators. The daughter-in- 
law was duly impressed. 

Can you baffle Lin? She’s 
there to help. See page 24. 
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Rl La Turner 


Jisney’s choice 
of The Hunch- 
vack of Notre 
Jame for its lat- 
est animated epic 
sa curious one. 
’s a story filled 
with violence and passion, not 
‘o mention the hideous hunch- 
sack whose very appearance 
strikes terror into the hearts of 
nedieval Parisians. 

But there is nothing to worry 
bout as it gets the traditional 
Disney treatment. While the film 
snot without a few images that 
will frighten younger children, it 
aas all been pretty sanitised. 

Quasimodo is drawn in such a 
way that while he is deformed, 


is in a cute and cuddly way, 
and no doubt children around 
the world will soon be tucked 
up in bed with toy Quasimodos. 
Beyond this, Quasi (as he is 
called) is the traditional 
stereotype or archetype 
(depending on your view) of 
the innocent disabled character. 


Despite this, the film’s 
message is not all bad. Even if it 
is laboured a little piously, it 
does put across the view that 
appearances are not everything. 
Even if Quasi remains a 
stereotype, he is a welcome 
change from the disabled villain 
so prevalent in cinema. 

The film gets really interesting 
in its denial of Quasi’s sexuality. 
Having fallen for Esmerelda 
when he sees her dancing, 
Quasi becomes more enchanted 
as he helps her evade the evil 
Frollo, but he faces stiff 
competition in the form of the 
dashing Captain Phoebus. 

This situation is played as a 
love triangle for a while, and you 
almost think Esmerelda is going 
to believe everything she says 
about what a beautiful person 
Quasi is inside and fall for him. 
No such luck though. Not only 
does she opt for the Aryan- 
looking captain, but Quasi 
stands happily aside to become 
their quasi-child (my pun). 


Disney do well? 


Clean cut cartoon: Quasimodo has been sanitised by Disney 


Theatre 


Pa 
Written and performed by Gra- 
ham Cunnington, Pain tells the 
story of his life with chronic 
rheumatoid arthritis. A solo 
performance, assisted by visual 
images, projected text, disem- 
bodied voices and voiceless 
bodies, it is a kaleidoscope of 
shifting sensations. 

A play about living with, 
rebelling against, and finally 
coming to terms with pain, is 
bound to be littered with 
medical terminology and 
graphic anatomical detail. This 


makes the individual, to some 
extent, no more than the sum 
of his symptoms. 

But there are some stunning 
moments. For instance, when 
four-year-old Cunnington finds 
his mother dead after an 
epileptic seizure. The symbiotic 
relationship mother and child 
had formed around their 
conditions was fascinating and 
the pain of loss was tangible. 


Graham Cunnington in Pain 


Another such moment was 
when Cunnington re-lived his 
involvement with Test 
Department, the radical band 
of the ’80s. He explains how 
the angry lyrics and physicality 
of thrashing raw metal was a 
cathartic experience in dealing 
with his own physical pain. 

I get uncomfortable with 
publicity material for work to 
do with disability that uses 
words like “suffering” and 
“courage”. And the holistic 
conclusion and the last line, “I 
give you my pain — with love”, 
made me cringe. 

It will be interesting to see 
where Cunnington goes from 
here. He has talent and I hope 
he has more to say. 


Yvonne Lynch 


Video top five 


1. SEVEN (EV): Blond bomb- 
shell Brad Pitt faces deadly sins. 


2. BABE (CIC): A talking pig 


brings home the bacon. 


3. ACE VENTURER: WHEN 
NATURE CALLS (Warner): Jim 
Carrey goes wild in the a) 


jungle. 


4, ASSASSINS (Warner): Stal- 
lone and Banderas play real 


men with murder in mind. CO 
5. GOLDENEYE (MGM): Pierce 


Brosnan is the latest incarna- 
tion of the world’s most 


famous secret agent. O 
Chart supplied by MIRB 


Seeing Is 
Believing 


The Fountain Theatre is an inte- 
grated company of actors with 
and without learning disabilities. 
Their latest production, Seeing is 
Believing at The Belgrade The- 
atre in Coventry is based on the 
true story of Kelly James — an 
actor with Down’s Syndrome. 
The play examines the media’s 
portrayal of people with 
learning disabilities. It shows 
the prejudices faced by Kelly 
trying to start a career as an 
actor. Inevitably people tried to 
dissuade her saying “people 
with learning disabilities can’t 
be actors”, but her perseverance 


and ability proved them wrong. 

This improvised work is well 
thought out. The start was a bit 
confusing but the message soon 
became clear. 

I didn’t expect this adaptation 
of a film to work, but how 
wrong I was. The level of acting 
was high, ideas and plot were 
well expressed and the disabled 
and non disabled actors 
evidently had a good 
relationship. 

The direction of a play like 
this needs a high level of 
understanding and sensitivity. 
Linda Leech has achieved this. 

For me this was a purely 
brilliant performance all round. 
The only real downside was the 
length — only one hour. It left 
me wanting more. 

Kirk Thomson 


HEADWAY NATIONAL HEAD INJURIES ASSOCIATION 
In collaboration with 
THE BRAIN INJURY REHABILITATION TRUST 


Present 


‘SEXUALITY AFTER HEAD INJURY’ 


28th October 1996 
at the 
Royal Society of Medicine 
1 Wimpole Street, London 
A conference to explore the variety of issues of sexuality after head 
injury. The issues discussed are not simply sexual disorders such 
as disinhibition but sexual identity and gender problems together 
with the relationship difficulties arising when one partner has 
become disabled. 
Cost £95.00 
(to include refreshments and lunch) 
For further details contact Gerard Egan 
Headway National Head Injuries Association 
7 King Edward Court, King Edward Street, Nottingham NG1 1EW 
Tel: (0115) 924 0800 Fax: (0115) 924 0432 


Television 


Chris Davies 


Disability has 
been getting a 
mention in the 
mainstream this 
month. 
Summer 
Holiday (BBC1, 
27 June) featured two 
wheelchair users who wished to 
fly unaccompanied and were 
turned away by Airtours. 
Though not illegal, such a 
blatantly anti-social act is 
worrying. The item took this 
case as its starting point and 
surveyed five airlines to see 
whether they would all react 
similarly. Airtours was the 
only one which did. Good for 
Summer Holiday that they 
could build a really sound 
consumer investigation item in 
the disability area within a 


mainstream programme. 

Mainstreaming disability isn’t 
easy. In Value for Money 
(BBC1, 8 July) during an item 
about big stores that give 
shopping advice, it was 
mentioned that the stores’ 
service was also an asset for 
disabled people. You can get 
advice, extra space to try things 
on, and all the time you need. 

Obviously this information is 
of use to many people, and 
that’s why the disability 
element was only an aside. But 
since this service is so different 
to the conditions in which most 
of us have to buy clothes, it’s a 
bigger priority to us and the 
disability angle could have been 
emphasised more. 
Nevertheless, intentions were 
well meant. 

Bob Monkhouse on the Spot 
(BBC1, 29 June) has the 
comedian tested by the 
audience, who pose questions 
he has to answer, packing as 
many jokes in as possible. At 
the end of each show, he asks 
three members of the audience 
for a word which he will 
connect in a story. On this 
show, one word came from a 
wheelchair user operating a 
speech synthesiser. 

Obviously this kind of 
unannounced intervention 
should be encouraged. But my 
instinctive reaction was that 
this was purely artificial. I 
immediately wondered if he 
had been picked simply because 
of his mode of communication. 

On reflection I think, well, 
why not? It may have been done 
ona “Let’s give this guy a 
chance” basis, but from small 
acorns... It would look more 
natural if this example was not 
solitary. Hopefully, other 
members of the audience in 
future will be disabled people 
who can contribute more than 
a single word. 
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22 My favourite walk 


Urban wanderer 


In the second of our series, Des Lewis uses audio cassettes to 
add colour to his walk around Caldy Nature Park in Chester 


Favourite walk? They all are, 
but the last one I did, Caldy 
Nature Park, ranks pretty high. 
My wife Cathy and I both 
work in factories so we like to 


get away from it all with Becket 


my guide dog. 

Caldy Nature Park is 
managed by Chester City 
Council. This urban park is 
cared for by local volunteers 
and is situated two miles out of 
the city centre in a valley with 
houses either side. 

It is a favourite walk for 
residents and their dogs. As a 
guide dog owner, you are 
easily identified and an 
ambassador at all times, so I 
keep Becket under control — 
maybe off the harness, but on 
a lead. He’s a big dog, and 
could scare young children 
who didn’t know how well 
behaved he is. 

The countryside can be 
confusing for a guide dog. On 
our first walks Becket didn’t 
understand stiles, ripples on 
water and gates, because they 
were unfamiliar to him. 

Just as Becket dislikes what he 
isn’t used to, we can’t 
appreciate our walks if we 
don’t know what to look out 
for. So it’s important to gather 
as much information as we can 
before setting out. 

Colin Antwis of Fieldsman 
Trails has put together a series 
of cassettes and tactile maps 
for visually impaired walkers 
and there is one for this park. 

The tapes help you to prepare 
before taking part in the walk. 
You get an impression not just 
of what is there but the 
background of what was there 


Walk man: Des Lewis listens to a tape, with guide dog Becket 


and that’s very important too. 

For example, the last time we 
went to Caldy there was a 
school party visiting. We didn’t 
know what they were up to as 
no-one told us, but I 
remembered the tape I had 
listened to mentioned a pond. I 
put two and two together and 
guessed correctly — they were 
pond dipping for insects. 


There is so much new 
information that you want to 
come and find out about on the 
tapes. I feel like a sponge 
absorbing it all. On future 
visits you can then fall back on 
this memory bank to become 
independent. 

I learnt about the crack willow 
whose name comes from the 
noise when a branch snaps. I’d 


never heard of it before, but 
now I’ve touched one and I’ve 
heard one crack. These trees are 
no good for commercial use but 
are close enough to the path to 
touch. Their bark hasa | 
character all of its own, rutted, 
giving the impression of great 
age. The trees are massive and 
stretch out like inverted 
umbrellas across the path and 
over the stream. 

The park is in a damp area 
with the water levels controlled 
to encourage a wide variety of 
wildlife and habitat. 

The Fieldsman Trails’ maps 
show that most of the area is 
accessible for us all — except a 
staircase of earth steps linking 
the houses on the north side to 
the pond — and the whole area 
is liberally supplied with stout 
benches.near special features in 
the landscape or bird feeding 
stations. 

You can observe birds being 
reared at nest boxes by the path. 
All the usual woodland birds are 
here as well as summer warblers. 
It is wonderful to hear about all 
the different species on the 
tape. You can really appreciate 
their amazing efforts in flying 
here from Africa. I have never 
seen a bird so any information 
about them is a bonus. 

The river meanders over 
weirs, past a pond, under 


CONVLASIONS 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
* underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 


* hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
* manual ramps, etc 


Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £15,500 on the road excluding all taxes from which 


disabled users are exempt. 
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Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid, tel: 01704 506608, 
Fax: 01704 506607. 66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9Qs. 


APPROVED CONVERTER OF 
THE VOLKSWAGEN 
CARAVELLE RANGE 


bridges with a fen habitat at 

the side of the track. There are — 
reed beds, meadows, copses of 
willow and alder and a lane of 
hawthorn. And there are wild 
flowers everywhere. 

The pond has mallards 
nesting and kingfishers and an | 
occasional heron visits. There 
are mammals too— foxes and — 
voles. The latter are taken by 
birds of prey like the kestrel 
and peregrine falcon who come 
from the city to roost. 

On the opposite side of the 
road from the main reserve is 
an area that was once an old 
garden and is now being 
planted with trees and shrubs 
to attract butterflies. 

In the centre of the park you 
get the feeling of being in a 
wide open space as bird song is 
carried to you from far away. Sit 
here and it’s easy to imagine a 
lot of smallholdings with cattle 
grazing and washing in the 
shallow waters and drinking 
from the river. 

At any time of the year there 
is always something to see and 
smell here. Tapes should state 
when they were made, the 
month, the time of day, the 
weather conditions — whether it 


: 


‘The tapes help you to 
prepare before taking 
part in the walk. You 
get an impression not 
just of what is there 
but the background of 
what was there.’ 


was warm or cold — as 
otherwise they could mislead 
anyone on a visit. You could be 
so disappointed if what you 
have read or heard isn’t there. 

But many locations, whatever 
the season, are hidden away 
and inaccessible to others. If 
you were a wheelchair user and 
couldn’t get to a place and 
wondered what was beyond it, 
it might be helpful to know 
using someone else’s 
experiences on a tape. 

Caldy Valley is accessible 
though. Open all year, it is ona 
bus route, with parking nearby. 
There are shops, phones, 
refreshments and toilets all 
within half a mile. 

It’s a place ’'d come back to 
again and again: compared 
with other walks I’ve done it’s 
got so much variety in such a 
compact area. 

There are fens, meadows, 
ponds, hedgerows, the 
butterfly garden and different 
trees and birds. All this along 
one and a quarter miles of 
pathways and within an hour’s 
walking time. 


For more information contact 
Chester City Council country- 
side officer, tel: (01244) 324324. 
Fieldsman Trails, tel: (01352) 
756201 
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Win an adjustable bed worth £950 


Tired of sleepless nights? 
You could rest easy with this 
super adjustable bed from 
Sleepermatic. 

We’ve got one to give away to 
a lucky DN reader. 

Adjust this bed to any position 
you like and enjoy reading, 


watching television or eating at 
the touch of a button. 

Or take advantage of the built 
in massage system and relieve 
all that stress and strain by 
simply lying down. 

The 4ft 6in wide bed has 
adjustable feet and head 


sections, dual internal massage 
units in the foot and back 
regions that can be used 
independently or together and 


an easy to operate hand control. 


The mattress has a foam base 
and all materials conform to 
British safety standards. 


How to enter 

To take part in this special prize 
draw, just fill in the form on the 
right and return it to: Disability 
Now, 12 Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ. 

One entry per person. The 
winning entry will be pulled 
from a hat. Closing date: 2 
September 1996. 

Offer not open to DN staff or 
associates. 


Sleepermatic (UK) Limited, 
tel: 0181-959 2232 


i i ee ee ee D 


Please enter my name in your free | 


bed prize draw and send details of | 
other Sleepermatic products 


Name: 


Address: 


! 


Post code: 


Daytime telephone: 


ay ee a 


Eurodisney prize draw 


We're not taking the 
Mickey, you could 
win a holiday worth 
over £1,000! 


There’s still a chance to enter 
our free prize draw and win a 
five day holiday to Europe’s 
biggest theme park. 

Disability Now and ATS 
Travel, supported by travel 
insurers Travelcare, are offering 
a disabled person and 
carer/friend the chance to win 
this trip of a lifetime, worth 
over £1,000. 

The prize includes travel by 
adapted coach, bed and 


ALE 


breakfast for four nights, a one 
day sight seeing trip to Paris, 
two days unlimited use of all 
Disney’s rides and £200 
spending money. 


For an entry form, see our 
July issue, or tel: 0171-636 5020 
ext 245. 
Closing date: 
16 August. 


Special offer 
for cooks 


“This book is a must if cook- 
ing is of interest.” So says 
Ann McFarlane about the 
Disabled Living Foundation’s 


A Kitchen for You (see 
review on page 26). 

It contains loads of ideas and 
tips for disabled cooks. 

The book normally costs 
£6.95 but DN readers can 
buy a copy for only £4.95 
(inc p&p). 


1S ADL 


FOUNDATION 
———__—_—- 


and return it to: DLE, 380- 
384 Harrow Road, London 
W9 2HU. 


1 Please send me one copy of A Kitchen for You | 
Name: 
Address: 
I 

I 

I i 
t j 
I Post code: i 
i cee, ee el 


What’s in DN 


next month? 


HiHe’s a year old! Exclusive 
interview with Minister for 


Disabled People, Alistair Burt. 


MBack to school. But should 
it be mainstream or special? 
Two parents can't agree. 


BIA foot in the door Volun- 
teering can be the best way 
to get the job you want. 


HINot sleeping tight? Help is 


at hand with our guide to beds. 


RAY TOWERS/STUDIO 061 


Bust that rust. Consumer 
Clinic checks out car 
warranties. 


Festival fever S62 


7 


2 
Is it all sex, ee 
drugs, rock ’n’ 
roll and no 


wheelchair access? 
DN goes to Phoenix. 


Plus all the best news, views, 
arts, sport, jobs and offers. 
On sale 28 August. 


ASSISTANCE TRAVEL 


SERVICE LTD 


The Specialist Travel Service 


Think you have 
missed the boat? 
Not with A.T.S. 
Travel. We still 
have availability 
on a number of 


NEW WINTER 
PROGRAMS TO 
DENMARK 
SWITZERLAND 
NORWAY 
GREENLAND 
AUSTRALIA 


our specialist 
holidays 


A world of specialist travel is now open to you. 
For full details of our holiday programs please contact: 


Assistance Travel Service 
A.T.S. House, 1 Tank Hill Road, Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


Or Telephone 01708 863198 any time 


ASTA MEMBER. ALL FLIGHTS BOOKED THROUGH ATOL AGENTS 
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24 Share your problems 


Can | still claim 
after all this time? 


| wonder if you can help me 
with some advice on the sub- 
ject of compensation for my 
disability which was caused by 
a surgical error in June 1961. 
The press is full of compensa- 
tion cases now and some seem 
so trivial compared with my 35 
years’ suffering. 

| was a normal healthy young 
mother when my GP detected 
an irregularity in a heart valve, 
and a heart specialist decided 
to adjust it rather than risk 
deterioration in later life. My 
surgeon allowed a student to 
start operating, telling me 
afterwards, “They released 
bloodclots to your brain and | 
couldn’t get there quickly 
enough.” 

| went into a coma and 
became completely paralysed. 
Some feeling returned but | 
remain disabled. 

| would greatly appreciate 
your advice and to hear about 
any similar experiences from 
your readers. 

Jill, Horsham 


FREE 
SPIRIT 


SPREAD ff 
YOUR WINGS 


I rang Action for Victims of 
Medical Accidents (AVMA) 
and they could not provide spe- 
cific advice without having fur- 
ther information from you. 
However, they said that 
depending on circumstances, 
there is no limitation on the 
length of time since the 
accident occurred in which an 
action can be brought. 
Normally the time limit is 
three years, but this can 
sometimes be disregarded if, 
for instance, you were made 
aware of the procedure for 
pursuing a claim only within 
the last year or two. It is 
essential that you seek expert 
advice from a specialist 
solicitor and consult AVMA. 


My knee is a pain 

| have a dislocating kneecap 
which leaves me with perma- 
nent pain and a swollen knee. | 
now wear a full leg calliper. 

It is becoming more difficult 
to maintain my independence 
and to manage the house. 
Having serious knee problems 


= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


= advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


is also causing pain and 
discomfort in my other joints. | 
would be interested to hear 
from anyone else with similar 
problems. 

Susan, Shrewsbury 


Iam sure readers will be glad 
to share experiences. You will, 
no doubt, have seen an 
orthopaedic consultant, but if 
not it would be important to 
ask your GP to refer you. 

You do not say what the cause 
of your condition is. I wonder if 
it has anything to do with 
arthritis. Arthritis Care has a 
free helpline and they may be 
able to advise even if it is not a 
directly arthritic condition. 


Will | ever find 
someone to love? 


| was broken-hearted to read 
the letter from Sheila in Crow- 
borough (DN, June). | wish | 
was in the age group she was 
looking for. 

| am 55 years old, not bad 
looking and divorced after 33 
years of marriage. | am 


Tailored specifically for those with 


disabilities and their travelling companions. 


Exclusive extra features including 


special cover for carer. 


Saves you money - no need in most cases 


to obtain doctor's certificate. 


24-Hour emergency medical service 


included FREE. 


Comprehensive cover with generous 


Sums Insured. 


Age limit-75. 


For an Application Form write to:- 

FREE SPIRIT, WEST HOUSE, WEST STREET, 
HASLEMERE, SURREY GU27 2AB. 

Or Telephone:- 01428 653555 ANYTIME 


(OUTSIDE OFFICE HOURS AN ANSWER 
PHONE WILL TAKE YOUR DETAILS) 
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A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 

disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and fully 

accredited Methodist local preacher. Talk to her ‘ 
on (01708) 477582 on Thursday afternoons, — 
1pm-Spm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


desperately lonely for the love 
of a caring person. | am 
looking for someone younger 
who wants to be courted and 
loved. Like Sheila, | am very 
tactile and love sex. 

| have osteo-arthritis 
throughout my body, but | am 
still able to get about. 


Dennis, Daventry 


I am sorry to hear how lonely 
you are and hope than soon 
you will find someone with 
whom you can share yout life. 

For anyone searching for a 
partner, there will be times 
when there seems to be no one 
on the horizon and when they 
have to live with loneliness. 

Recently, I read a very useful 
booklet produced by MIND — 
How to Cope with Loneliness. 
It challenges the taboo of 
loneliness, outlines its causes 
and advises people what they 
can do to overcome it. 


| need a break 


| was interested to read the let- 
ter from a reader frustrated by 
not being able to afford a holi- 
day. The nearest I get to a 
break is the Holiday pro- 
gramme on tv. 

Having been ill for 16 years, 
my household appliances are 
on their very last legs as | have 
not been able to replace them. 
| am expecting my washing 
machine to breathe its last any 
day now. 

When this happens | will need 
to ask for a loan and if | am 
successful the repayment will 
be deducted from my weekly 
benefit of £68. | have no other 
income. 

| am permanently exhausted 


Sponsored by BT 


and ill, but not deemed to need | 
Disability Living Allowance. | 
Joy, Yorkshire 


I was particularly concerned to 
hear that you are not deemed 
to be eligible to receive DLA. I 
am sure you have looked into 
this thoroughly, but I wonder if 
you have sought advice from an | 
independent advice centre. 

The Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
would be glad to look at the 
refusal and could perhaps look 
through your finances with you |_ 
and check whether there are 
other grants to which you may 
be entitled. 

The Disability Information 
Advice Line (DIAL) would also 
be glad to help. | 

Your library will have a list of 
local charities, some of which 
may provide non-repayable 
grants to individuals. The 
library should have a copy of 
the book Directory for 
Disabled People (7th edition) 
which has a long list of 
organisations concerned with 


disability. 


Action for Victims of Medical 
Accidents, Bank Chambers, 1 
London Road, Forest Hill, 
London SE23 3TP, tel: 0181- 
2912793, 

Arthritis Care, 18 Stephenson's 
Way, London NW1 2HD. Free | 
Helpline: (0800) 289170 (Mon- | 
day to Friday, noon-4pm) } 
MIND, Granta House, 15-19 
Broadway, London E15 4BQ, 
tel: 0181-519 2122. How to 
cope with loneliness, 50p 
DIAL UK, Park Lodge, St 
Catherine’s Hospital, Tickhill 
Road, Doncaster DN4 8ON, 
tel: (01302) 310123 (voice and 
minicom) 


Curtain Controllers 


Do you have difficulty opening or closing your curtains? 


Parasol have been providing easy to use motors and tracks 
for over 10 years. 


These can be operated by infra red remote controls or by 
timer. 


Straight or bay windows. 
For further details please contact us below for quotation 


Parasol (Stockport) Ltd. P.O.Box 16, Paynton, Stockport, 
Cheshire SK12 1FU 


Tel No: 01625 859503 


Fax: 01625 874603 


: 


Summer savers 


Hannah Crabtree checks out the best buys for under £20 


If you’re going on a day out it’s 
important to have the right 
things. But you don’t have to 
spend a fortune. 

DN’s been asking around to 
find the best of the bargain 
buys. 

For a walk in the country the 
folding walking stick (available 
in three lengths), from Boots 
Active and Independent 
catalogue, may be just what 
you’re looking for. £17.49, tel: 
(0800) 000777. 

Boots travel stick seat can also 
be used as a walking stick, so 


Uncrackable crocks: Boots Daisy range are made of tough melamine 


you can take a rest and enjoy 
the scenery wherever you are. 
£14.99, details as above. 

For wheelchair users who 
want to get outward bound, 
there are rucksacks that fasten 
on to the back of a wheelchair. 
The wheelchair back pack is a 
waterproof bag with velcro 
fastenings. £14.99, Boots Active 
and Independent catalogue. 

The Rolli rucksack is a tie- 
cord bag with coloured, 
adjustable straps. £15.48, Rolli 


Moden, tel: (01304) 620445. 

If you want to be comfy in the 
car, why not try the Port-a- 
Paedic air seat, two inflatable 
cushions that make a backrest 
and seat. £13-£15 from 
Portopaedic Products, tel: 
(01782) 680633. 

Also for the car is Putnams 


Superest, a non-adjustable 
lumber pad with adjustable 
strap fixes. £14, Putnams, tel: 
(01752) 345678. 

If navigation is a problem, at 
a glance maps are compact city 
maps that are easy to hold with 
one hand. £3, Kuperard, tel: 
0171-372 4722. 

Want to go to the beach but 
don’t want to be bored? Why 
not take along the Supercatch. 
When you throw the ball it 
sticks to the velcro pads, 
making it easier to catch. Also 
fun is the lightweight, tactile 


Sensi-ball. £8.75 & £5, both 
from Nottingham Rehab, tel: 
0115-945 2345. 

No day out would be 
complete without a picnic. 
Marks and Spencer make a 


the coupon below. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


Easy to adjust tilt chairs for all day postural 
management when sitting or lying in any 
position to sleep or play, now available. 


Now with super comfy LOLJZONE 
foam. Conforming to the body’s natural 


contours, LOLJZONE provides maximum 
comfort, firm support and pressure relief. 


wide range of speciality salads 
and sandwiches. Their mini 
rolls with assorted fillings 
come highly recommended. 
LTS: 

And if you fancy a refreshing 
summer cooler, why not try 
M&S’s orange juice with 
raspberry. £1.59 for 500ml. 

If you’re fed up with your 
food falling off paper plates but 
don’t want to break the best 
china, Boots make a wide range 
of attractive and durable plates, 
bowls and glasses, that come 
with a matching picnic bag. 
Prices range from £2.50-£20. 

Also good for picnics are 
drinking cups with antispill 
lids. £4.49-£9.99, Boots Active 
and Independent catalogue. 

Sun hats are the perfect way to 
stay cool outdoors. Next have 
straw hats from £19.99. But if 
you don’t want to spend the 
cash, why not jazz up an old 
favourite with flowers or bows? 

The school holidays are upon 
us and Julie O’Keeffe from the 
Disabled Livirig Foundation has 
some ideas to keep the kids 
content. Summertime Puzzles 
are a range of large format, 
large piece jigsaws. Nine 
puzzles are available starting at 
£20, Winslow Press, tel: (01869) 
244733. 

Penguin make large print 
crossword puzzles suitable for 
visually impaired children. £9, 
Toys for the Handicapped, tel: 
(01299) 827820. 


New “pressure monitoring” service available 
using computer based “QA Monitors’. 


For further information, please complete 


ee eee ene ec te, 


POSTCODE 


Hat trick: Maxine Sparks models a sun hat from Next which she 


Checkout 25 


brightened up with flowers from the garden 


Other portable games for the 
holidays are the RNIB’s Braille 
Battleships, and their braille 
embossed Happy Family card 
game. £13.65 & £1.93, RNIB, 
(0345) 023153. 

Is your child a budding Van 
Gogh or Picasso? Why not 
invest in the Easy Easel, a 
portable, tabletop easel. £20, 
Craft Innovations, tel: (01243) 
670289. So that the paint goes 
on the paper not the artist, 
Nottingham Rehab make a 
range of non-spill paint pots 
with clip-seal lids. £4.10 per set 
of six. 

With all these bargains there’s 


DIN/8/96 


one thing you’d better not miss 
— Simplantex’s waterproof 
poncho and umbrella for 
wheelchair users. Both £20, tel: 
(01323) 644221. 


Multi positions 
include 


SITTING 
PRONE 


SUPINE CROOK 
LYING 


KNEELING ATA 
TABLE 


RECLINED 
SIDE LYING 


POSTURAL 
DRAINAGE 


Kit 


A DIVISION OF THE HELPING HAND COMPANY 
SYMMETRIKIT LTD, UNIT 8, MARINER, LICHFIELD ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TAMWORTH B79 7A0| 
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26 Books/information 


A Kitchen for You: a 
practical guide to 
equipment and design for 
elderly people and people 
with disabilities 

£6.95, Disabled Living 
Foundation (DLF) 


This is an improved update on 
a similar publication produced 
by the DLF some years ago. It 
includes chapters on kitchen 
layout, fixtures and fittings, 
appliances and gadgets, food 
preparation and cooking, eat- 
ing and drinking including 
making hot drinks, other 
household tasks and shopping. 

The book contains many line 
drawings of products, which 
are helpful if you are unable to 
see them in the shops. It lists 
manufacturers and suppliers, 
addresses of useful 
organisations and other 
publications and concludes 
with a comprehensive index. 

The guide will be invaluable 
to a person who has a 
fluctuating or permanent 
impairment, is newly disabled 
or is contemplating leaving 
their family home or a 
residential institution. 

It is crammed full of ideas and 
tips. Irrespective of whether a 
person has difficulty walking, 
seeing, hearing, or lacks arm 
movement or co-ordination, 
issues are addressed which make 
using a kitchen more enjoyable. 

The book could have been 
improved by using a larger type 
face, darker ink and enlarged line 
drawings. Cost was probably a 
factor in not producing the 
book with a spiral binding. 

Ann MacFarlane 


Book news 


The Child Poverty Action 
Group has published a new 
edition of National Welfare 
Benefits Handbook. £8.95 
from CPAG, 1-5 Bath Street, 
London EC1V 9PY, 0171- 
253 3406. 


Let Our Children Be (below) 
compiled by Pippa Murray 
and Jill Penman is a collec- 
tion of stories and poems by 
parents of children with dis- 
abilities. £5 from Parents with 
Attitude, c/o 44 Cowlishaw 
Road, Sheffield $11 8XE 


Life and Limb: the 

last taboo 

By Alan Lewin 

£10.95 (including p&p), 
Plasma Print 


When facing amputation three 
years ago, Alan Lewin tried 
unsuccessfully to get a book 
that would inform him about 
what was involved. He found 
that most publishers did not 
think this a suitable subject for 
normal retail outlets. It was.a 
“sort of taboo”. 

He wanted a user-friendly 


A BREAKTHROUGH IN 
FOLDAWAY POWERCHAIRS 
THE NEW INDEPENDENT 


as 


aa = Look at these excellent features: 
SF 
of carrying 
* Folding frame 
* Individual battery boxes for 
ease of lifting 
* Removable back-rest 
@ * Fully adjustable arm-rests for 
height and width 
* Detachable swinging height 
adjustable foot rest 
‘,| * Detachable kerb climber 
* Fully programmable controls 
* Front charging facility 
* Battery gauge 
- * Sealed for life batteries 
4 * Manual parking brakes for 
added safety 
* Automatic braking system 


* Detachable drive system for ease 


book that would explain what 
a patient and/or carer would 
need to know before surgery. 

That was when he decided to 
self-publish his book Life & 
Limb and share his personal 
experiences. There is no gory 
detail, just an explanation of 
the various processes from 
surgery to rehabilitation. 

His achievement will help 
professionals and other carers, as 
well as patients, to understand 
how to foster independence, self- 
confidence and realistic goals. 

Alan is rightly concerned 
about the continuing 
fragmentation of what was 
once — despite all its 
shortcomings — a truly 
“national” limb service, now 
under attack by the detrimental 
lowest-cost contract culture. 
He thinks it is high time 
customers got in on the debate 
about the future direction of 
the service. We should all agree 
with him that what everyone 
wants is to shed the negative 
image of disability: 

My tip as a double-amputee is 
that when you give this vital 
and essential book to anyone 
who has just lost or is about to 
lose a limb, you should ask 
them to read the personal 
stories in the last chapter first, 
and then go back to the 
beginning and read every page. 

Sam Gallop 


Plasma Print, 4 Wilton Hollow, 
Amersham Road, Beaconsfield, 
Bucks, HP9 2E], tel/fax: (01494) 
673615 


LESBIANS AND 
GAY MEN IN 
UNISON ssn 


The Road to Glory: portraits of Britain’s Paralympians, an exhibi- 
tion at Gallery 1885 in London. For details, tel: 0171-587 1809. 


Disability Awareness Day organised by Warrington Disability 
Information Service on 4 August at Walton Gardens (off A56). For 
more information, tel: (01925) 240852. 


The Rivington Experience, a sports spectacular for disabled people, | 
their family and friends on 10-11 August in Bolton. Loads of activi- | 
ties to try plus entertainments. For details, tel: (01925) 2333304. 


Mencap Festival, one of the biggest ever gatherings of people with 
learning disabilities on 23-26 August at the Cardiff International 
Arena, Cardiff Castle. For more information, tel: 0171-454 0454. 


Handbook of Care Planning is 
a user-friendly booklet for car- 
ers. £6 from Positive Publica- 
tions, 84 Dowanhill Road, 
London SE6 1SY, tel: 0181-698 
5716. 


European Cities Within Reach: 
a guide for visually impaired 
tourists from the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
costs £2.50 from RNIB Cus- 
tomer Services, PO Box 173, 
Peterborough PE2 6WS, tel: 
(0345) 023153. 


Correction 

Orange Badge Pocket Guide by 
Dave Allcock costs £2.45 not 
£2 from Access Committee for 
England, 38 Albion Street, 
Crewe, Cheshire CW2 8NG, 
tel: (01270) 651304. 


Contact a Family have pro- 
duced a series of booklets for 
families who care for children 
with disabilities and special 
needs. It includes advice on 
starting a local group, fundrais- 
ing and producing a newsletter. 
£11 from Contact a Family, 170 
Tottenham Court Road, Lon- 
don W1P 0HA, tel: 0171-383 
$5533 


What do you think of televi- 
sion’s representation of disabil- 
ity? If you are disabled and 
would like to help with a study 
commissioned by a major 
broadcaster contact: Dr Karen 
Ross, Cheltenham and 
Gloucester College of Higher 
Education, PO Box 220, The 
Park, Cheltenham, Gloucester- 
shire GL50 2QF. 


UNISON’s 4th Lesbian and Gay Conference will be held 
in Manchester on 22-24 November 1996. This is the main 
forum for developing the union’s policy on lesbian and 
gay issues. The conference is open to all lesbians and 
gay men in UNISON, though places are limited. 


UNISON also publishes OUT in UNISON, a free quarterly 
bulletin about our lesbian and gay union work. 


The closing date for applications for the Conference is the 


6th September 1996. 


UNISON National Network Meetings for black and 
disabled lesbians and gay members will take place on 6 & 
7 September 1996 at the Novotel Birmingham City Centre. 


The Black Lesbian and Gay members group will be held 
on Friday 6th September 1996 starting at 11.00am and 
the Disabled Lesbian and Gay members group will be 


reat news for people who want a truly versatile power wheelchair with all the 
exibility of a fold-away. After years of painstaking development, the ultimate 
oldaway power wheelchair has arrived. Unlike other manufacturers, 
R J Mobility has patiently listened to what their customers really want - the result 
is what you see. 


KERB CLIMBER FOR EXTRAMOBILITY SO MUCH EASIER TO TRANSPORT 


+ |The built-in kerb climber is a stan- Our unique design enables the chair to be 

dard feature on the Independent. It is quickly dismantled into light, manage- 

very simple to operate and provides able sections. When in sections, can 2 ee 
be easily transported by car, train or ‘ 


peace of mind for people who like to be 


fully mobile without restrictions. planemaking it truly portable. 
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* Super-comfort upholstery 
* Personal effects holder 


Call now for further details or simply 
retum the coupon below to: 
R J Mobility Ltd, 

Unit 1A Oldmixon Crescent, 
Weston-Super-Mare. BS24 9AY 
Tel: 01934 628 151 
Fax: 01934 642 337 


Please provide information on the 
‘Independent’ 


UNISON 


esnrerrasssnssnsense+ POSE COD: cccsnserserrneserceneree 


held on Saturday 7th September 1996 starting at 
11.00am. 


These meetings are open to all black and disabled 
lesbian and gay members. 


The closing date for applications for the National Network 
Days is the 23rd August 1996. 


For more details about either the 4th Lesbian and Gay 
Conference, the National Network days or OUT in 
UNISON contact Carola Towle or Lucille Thirlby at 
UNISON, 20 Grand Depot Rd, Woolwich SE18 6SF 
(tel: 0181 854 2244 ext 339/241) 


By DN's igg 
astrologer | me 
Marion 
Stanton 


LEO (24 July-23 August) 

The Sun entered your sign in 
July so you can look forward to 
some fun. A mad idea could be 
just the ticket but not without a 
bit of disruption to normal life. 
VIRGO (24 August-23 Sept) 

You may get a spark of inspira- 
tion from a loved one after the 
7th. Talking could be on your 
mind more than listening is on 
others. Try writing ideas down 
and saving them for a rainy day. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

Love could sweep you off your 
feet after the 7th. An existing 
relationship could be rekindled 
or the fire lit under a new 
romantic opportunity. 

SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 
Tension around the 7th should 
ease off to allow you to develop 
better relationships by the 20th. 
With your new found freedom 
you should be in a good posi- 
tion to manoeuvre. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
You may be teetering on the 
brink of a self-discovery which 
you are not quite able to pin 
down. Don’t worry, there will be 
plenty of time to sort this out. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Don’t try to turn cheap metal 
into gold. Seeming opportuni- 
ties may only be a fool’s par- 
adise. Trust your inner wisdom 
and bide your time. 

AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

Try to turn tensions in relation- 
ships after the 8th into opportu- 
nities for growth (you’re good at 
this). Otherwise they may 
become worse than they need to. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 

Your love life could ease up this 
month. Make the most of it. 
Go out, or even away on holi- 
day. There are still bridges to 
cross so enjoy this time! 

ARIES (21 March-20 April) 

You thought you had it all 
planned but you need to plan 
even more carefully, Don’t leave 
loved ones out in the cold dur- 
ing your soul searching. 
TAURUS (21 April-21 May) 
Having been released from a 
long term burden, you may be 
surprised if everyone doesn’t go 
along with your plans. You 
don’t need to change the world 
in a day. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

As Venus finally leaves your sign 
those of you that have managed 
to sort relationships out will feel 
relieved. If you haven’t, don’t 
despair! You just might have to 
work a little longer. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
August is an active month. 
Make the most of the energy 
you are feeling. Now is a time 
to influence those close to you. 


DN celebrates 100 
years of cinema 
with a quiz by film 
buff Andy Kimpton 
Nye. If you know 
your Spielberg from 
your Scorsese, you 
could win a £20 
cinema voucher. 


1. Who directed the 1931 Boris 
Karloff version of Frankenstein? 
2. What was the’name of the 
1932 Tod Browning film 
banned in this country until 
1964? 

3. A blind match girl was the love 
interest in which Chaplin 

film? 

4. Who was the 
1939 “Hunch- 
back of Notre 
Dame”? 

5. In which 
film did a for- 
mer American 
President lose 
both his legs? 
6. Which disabled 
actor won an Oscar for his 
role in Best Years of Our Lives? 
7. Marlon Brando played a dis- 


abled war veteran in which 1950 
film? 

8. Who got an Oscar for his 
role in Bad Day at Black Rock? 
9. Reach for the Sky tells the 
story of which World War II 
fighter pilot? 

10. Who played the “Miracle 
Worker” in the 1962 film of the 
same name? 

11. Name the disabled charac- 
ter in Midnight Cowboy. 

12. John Mills played a learning 
disabled character in which 
1970 film? 

13. Who co-starred opposite 
Jon Voight in Coming Home? 
14. Deaf actress Marlee Maitlin 
won an Oscar for which film? 
15. Name the disabled script 
writer of Waterdance. 

16. Who played Dustin 
Hoffman’s brother in 
Rain Man¢ 
17. Which actor 

was the central 

disabled Viet- 

nam veteran in 

Born on the 

Fourth of July? 
18. Which actress 
got an Oscar for her 
role in My Left Foot? 

19. Who played the facially 
disfigured villain in the first 
Batman? 


DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 26 
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ACROSS 

1, 7. Term for disability (7,5) 
6. Ave__ (Latin) (5) 

7. See 1 across 

8. Allows (6) 

9. ___ for tennis? (6) 

10. Returned to life (6) 

12. “Neither a borrower nora 
__be (Hamlet) (6) 

13, 15. Male film actor (6,4) 
17. Mixer (4) 

19. Claimed (anag) 

20. Far in front (7,5) 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 
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DOWN 

1. Christmas character (5,5) 
2. All people (8) 

3. Nice rinse (anag) 

4. Male film actor (6) 

5. Cleric (6) 

6. Mix (5) 

11. From the UK (7) 

13. Poem (3) 

14. Reigned (5) 

15. Talk or dance madly? (4) 
16. Give out (4) 

18. Type of grain (3) 
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This character has been brought to life many times on the big 


Win a trip to the movies 


screen. But who played him in this version of Frankenstein? 


20. Who played “the creature” 
in Kenneth Branagh’s Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein? 

21. Tom Hanks got an Oscar in 
which movie about AIDS? 

22. Who played the disabled 
role in The Usual Suspects? 

23. The Man with the Plan was 
a disabled character in which 
recent film? 

24. Which mythical disabled 
character, played by Wallace 
Beery and Robert Newton in 
the past, resurfaces in The 
Muppets Treasure Island? 


25. Who is the voice of 
Esmerelda in the new Disney 
version of The Hunchback of 
Notre Dames: 


Toenter: 

Send your answers-to’Movie 
Quiz, DN, 12 Park Crescent, 
London W1N 4EQ with your 
name and address. Closing 
date: 19 August 1996. A 
voucher for £20 will go to the 
first entry out of a hat with all 
correct answers. Not open to 
DN staff or associates. 


Me 
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The ‘Royale’ is a new addition to the Newton range of powered 
wheelchairs. The compact and easily foldable design of the 
wheelchair is equally at home indoors and with 200mm castors, 
rear wheel traction and kerbclimber, outdoors. The Royale's high 
manouverability, smooth comfortable ride and high specification 
sets a new standard in its class. Additional seating options are 
available to upgrade this wheelchair to even higher standards. 
Return the coupon below to Newton Products 

Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 0SQ for further details: 


Address 


OR CALL THE SALES HOTLINE: 0121-785 0355/6 
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Holidays in France for the disabled 


Auberge de la Tour 
Small, family run guest house in Loire Val- 
ley/Vendee area of France. English quali- 

fied nurse proprietor. On full board holidays 
all transportation costs from ferry/airport 
and daily outings are 
inclusive, and respite care is available at 
no extra charge. 
For brochure contact 
Mr and Mrs Bartlam, 40 Rue St Eloi, 
Courtlay 79440, Deux Sevres, France, 
tel (0033) 49.72.25.37. 
English contact no. 01395 267084 


NORFOLK BROADS/COAST 
— The Old Chapel, Horsey Corner. ETB 
Commended, BB/EM in Area of Outstand- 
ing Natural Beauty. Rural National Trust vil- 
lage. Non smoking. Category 3 
accommodation. Special autumn packages. 


Tel: 01493 393498 for Brochure 


1066 COUNTRY — BED & BREAKFAST 
Tourist Board Highly Commended. Charming home 
in south-facing parkland setting with spectacular 
views to Eastbourne and sea. Full access (Grade 3) 

to house and gardens. Twin bed/ensuite. 
Total tranquillity in complete comfort. 
Kate & Terry Short 
01323 832446 for full colour brochure. 


DORDOGNE COTTAGE TO LET 
Wheelchair accessible, sleeps 8 with 
ground floor suite for disabled. Fully 

equipped plus pool. 
Details: Jan Pyke. 
Telephone 0033.53.82.42.05 


GAER COTTAGES 


“1993 HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 
Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family with an 
emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 6 of the 9 traditional 
Welsh stone cottages are single storey, easily accessible from 
the car park. WTB Top Grading 5 Dragons. Luxurious indoor 
heated swimming pool with hoist. Games room. Open ALL 
YEAR. Groups welcome. For colour brochure telephone: 


RICHARD & LINDA BURGESS 
0 470275 


‘PRIMROSE HILL’ - BLUE ANCHOR 
Four Self-Catering Bungalows (inspected by 
Holiday Care Service — Category 1). Splendid 
Views of Sea, Exmoor, Steam Railway, TV, Video, 

Linen, Games Room — Equipment Available. 
Contact Lorraine and Martyn Babb, Primrose 
Hill, Wood Lane, Blue Anchor, Near Minehead 
TA24 6LA or phone Dunster (01643) 821200 


LAKESIDE COTTAGES 
Open all year round 
Ambleside — Lake District 
Exclusive det bungalow and cottages, 5 
min from lake and shops. Convenient to 
all areas of lakes. Tel: 015394 31733. 
From £200 per week. Reg. NAS CAT 3. 


Britanny Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 
454300. 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
3 cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
overlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
exploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
central heating. CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
extensive grounds. Open all year, short breaks available. 
Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823059 for brochure. 


St. Leonards, Sussex 
7 berth caravan adapted for 
disabled people on Haven Site. 
For colour brochure, Tel: 
Shepway MS (01303) 892850. 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in some rooms. 
All in a comfortable, friendly country house hotel set in 
several acres of natural grounds, nine miles from the 
ancient city of Norwich, offering excellent opportunities 
for exploring the countryside and coastline of Base Anglia. 
Book now for Autumn and Winter Breaks, Christ- 
mas and New Year. 


Ring 01508 489324 


SELF-DRIVE 
ACCESSIBLE 
MINI-BUSES 


ABLE LINE 
TEL: 01792 645388 
Please ring for details. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. Take- 
away meals and equipment hire available. 
Tourist Board Highly Commended. For colour 
brochure please contact: 

Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax: 01409 211510 


Disabled person? Carer? 
Professional worker? 


Whatever your perspective, the new MSc in Disability Studies at King 
Alfred's College will challenge your personal experience of disability. 


e As a disabled student, the programme will help you develop the 
tools which will empower you to challenge the ways that society 


deals with disability. 


e As acarer/relative, you will gain a deeper understanding of 
disability and the barriers faced by those you support. 


e As a health or social care worker, the programme will explore 
your perceptions and highlight the ways in which society excludes 


the disabled. 


The MSc in Disability Studies can be followed as a one year full-time, 
or two year part-time programme. To find out more, contact the 


College on 01962 827375. 


The Institution is a 
registered charity and 
exists solely to provide 
education facilities 

in the community. 
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Classified lineage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 

On beautifully situated, friendly family run 
park. 250 yds from sandy beach. Heated 
pool. Bar/restaurant. Games room. Sunrise 
Bay Holiday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, 
Dyfed, SA33 5LP. Phone: 01267 241394. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“4992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 
superb views, Dogs welcome. Wood burning 
stoves and ee meal service. 

0 


Please ring or write for colour brochure. 

R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 

Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


MAR Y SOL - TENERIFE 

Wheelchair accessible apartments. Heated pool 
with hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire, 
adapted minibus. Ring 01753 685718 for prices. 
ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 

Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in Portugal! with 
swimming pools or small friendly hotels with adapted 
rooms in charming locations. 

Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, bee ed 
Staines, Middx. TW19 5NX. Tel: (01753) 18, 


Motor insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of vehicles 
converted to carry wheelchair 
passengers. 
Substantial premium savings — 
up to 30% possible. 

For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISSTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


Disability trainers 


Oxford City Council are 
introducing compulsory 
disability training 
awareness for our 250 taxi 
drivers. 

Training will be based on 
the pack produced by 
Lothian District Council. 
Organisations of disabled 
trainers interested in being 
placed on our approved list 
of training providers should 
write to: 


ONDOD 
(tly 
Colne 


Tom Presiand 

Equal Opportunities 
Officer (Access) 

Chief Executive's 
Department 

Oxford City Council 
St. Aldate's Chambers 
St. Aldate's 

OXFORD OX1 1DS 


Feature film ‘Trying to Grow’ is looking to 
cast a very small disabled boy who ages 
from 5 to 20 years. He should be dark 
haired/dark eyed who could pass for a 
Parsee Indian or an Iranian. Must be 
available for filming from 28th October to 
13th December 1996. 

Please send a photo and details to Emma 
Style, Casting Director, c/o British Film 
Institute, 29 Rathbone Street, London 
W1P 1AG. 


WHEELCHAIR RAMPS/CLAMPS £50. Suit- 
able for van. Tel: (01257) 278147. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE. Brotherwood conver- 
sion. C Reg. 75,000 miles. £5,500. Tel: 
0181-959 2101 (NW London). 


SLEEPEEZEE ADJUSTABLE BED (single). 
As new. Half shop price: £1,000 ono. 
Could deliver. Tel: 0181-393 5160 (Sur- 
rey). 


BOOSTER TOWN AND COUNTRY three 
wheel electric scooter. Puncture proof 
tyres. Battery charger. £900. Tel: (01908) 
230317 (Milton Keynes). 


VESSA VISION SCOOTER. Good condition. 
Hardly used. Lights, indicators, battery 
charger. Fast sale wanted. £350. Tel: 


0171-739 0515 (London). 


CHEETAH POWER WHEELCHAIR 
indoor/outdoor. £1,500. Tel: (01705) 
550233 (Hants). 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Special 6. Maria 
7. Needs 8. Grants 9. Anyone 
10. Reborn 12. Lender 13. 
Oliver 15. Reed 17. Soda 19. 
Medical 20. Streets ahead 


DOWN: 1. Santa Claus 2. 
Everyone 3. Insincere 4. 
Brando S. Parson 6. Merge 
11. British 13. Ode 14. Ruled 
15. Rave 16. Emit 18. Oat 


Personal 
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In a Crisis 


Helplessness ¢ Anxiety « Longing 
Anger ¢ Sadness « Hurt « Fear 
Despair 
Whatever you’re going through, we’ll 
go through it with you. 

Please phone, visit or write 


The . 
Samaritans 


0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 


~wdID ye 


he: 
Dating Agency for 


people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons 


Ring now on 01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try, 
you may by pleasantly surprised 
GO FOR IT and JOIN NOW 
Member of ABIA 


Find-A-Friend 


Anybody — Any Age — Anywhere Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax (24hr) UK 01606 49093, Overseas Int +44 + 1606 49093 


(Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 
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BOOSTER ELECTRIC SCOOTER. New bat- 
teries and serviced regularly. £500 ono. 
Tel: (01923) 230907. 

ORION 1.6 GHIA automatic. D reg. MOT 


January °97. Hand controls. Sunroof. | 
Radio cassette player. Very good condi- — 


tion. £900. Tel: (01745) 334426. 


SUNGIFT 300 MOBILITY vehicle. Excellent 
condition. £1,600 ovno. Tel: (01483) 
810238 (Surrey). 


BATRICAR DELUXE 12VLT with weather 
proof cabin. Immaculate condition. 
£1,200. Tel: (01246) 822863. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR LIFT. Fits rear or 


side door of van or camper. £550. Tel: 
(01869) 243039 (after Spm). 


ADJUSTABLE SINGLE BED. Unused. Elec- 


tric hand control. Cost £1,200. Accept - 


£600 ono. Tel (evenings/weekends): 
0181-644 3822 (Surrey). 


Property for sale 


3/4 BEDROOM HOUSE at £80,000 in 
Crofton Park, South East London in a 
quiet tree-lined cul-de-sac. Stairlift, 
downstairs toilet and some handrails. 
Also fitted kitchen and much storage 
space. Tel: 0181-699 8060. 


WITH HEATED SWIMMING POOL — bunga- 
low converted for wheelchair access. 
Three bedrooms (largest 18ftx12ft). 
Ramps front and rear. Double glazed 
and gas central heating. Near Wakefield 
and M1. Price £110,000 ono. Tel: 
(01924) 201376. 


For personal ads 
please send a cheque 
or postal order for £3 


payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This 
is to help cover our 
costs. 


SLIGHTLY DISABLED, INTELLIGENT man in 
thirties seeks loving relationship with 
lady under 36. I am financially secure 
with a great sense of fun with the accent 
on idealism and romance. Box No. 940 


SINCERE GENTLEMAN, 60. Slim build, Sft 
10in tall, young looking, very slightly dis- 
abled, caring, romantic, light smoker. 
Interests include tv, music, home life, gar- 
dening, DIY, outings, countryside. Seeks 
female who is sincere, caring and roman- 
tic. Age not important. I have a nice 
home to share with some kind lady in a 
lasting relationship, possibly marriage. 
Photo if possible please. All letters 
answered. South West Scotland. Box No. 
908 


MALE AGED 33 with hydrocephalus. Seeks 
male aged 20-late 30s who plays football 
or rugby. Box No. 942 


DISABLED WOMAN wants pen pals. Letters 
or cassettes appreciated (no braille). 
Interests: animal welfare, vegetarian 
cooking, feminism, disability rights and 
others. Box No. 943 


YOUNG, CUTE, CARING female with ME. 
Loves cats, going out. Would like to meet 
boys, aged 11-14 disabled or able bodied. 
Box No. 944 


DISABLED LADY, LATE 30S, would like to 
find a disabled lady friend who could be a 
close friend to her husband too. Please 
write. Box No. 953 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the box number 
and mark the envelope 


private and confidential. 


If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 2. 


Ads cost £3 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


pee reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Com 


pletion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


Disabilitynow August 1996 


Classified 29 


Powerchairg 


Fst 19%2 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 


Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, 


Beds, etc. 


All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your needs. 


Free advice, 
delivery, 
collection, all 
areas covered. 
Fully guaranteed. 


Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 
or 0121 353 7975 


All major credit cards accepted 


.. time was running out for Joe, when.. 


WHEELCHAIR 
DISABLED PEOPLE | \,, AREHOUSE 


ADVICE FROM PROFESSIONAL 


ONE STOP ONLY ALL 
YEAR ROUND EXHIBITION. 
Car parking, Showroom, 
Toilet all accessible. 


GBL Wheelchalr Services Ltd, 

Units 1 - 4, Shield Drive, Brentford. 

Middx TW8 9EX 

Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax 0181 560 5380 


Regional Office: Unit 3, Minster Court, 

Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, W. Sussex. 
BN17 7RN 

Tel: 01903 733528 Fax: 01903 733530 


GBL Eastern: Ermine Street North, 
Papworth Everard, Cambridgeshire, CB3 8RG 
Tel: 01480 831212 Fax: 01480 831414 


SAT 
Ge Ry eee 
NEW SHOWROOM OPEN 


43 Alexandra Road 
FARNBOROUGH 
Hants 
Tel: 01252 547939 


Scooters: Powerchairs: Lightweight 
Wheelchairs: Seating Systems: 
Homecare Products: Rollators: 

Grab Handles: Bath/Toilet Acces- 


sories: Ramps: 
A company run by the disabled - 
for the disabled! 


SEAT CHAIRMAN 1990 ‘G’ reg. 
26,000 miles, in white, immaculate 
condition, 12 months MOT, 12 
months parts and labour warranty, 
part exchange possible. 


Tel: Wallis & Son Ltd 01223 263911 


Are you a Wheelchair User? ) 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver and carer? 


Ring us FREE on 


your full colour 
information pack. 


tra ing, No more 


lifting, just 

travelling with the F 
family, whenever 
you choose, p= 
in comfort | 


GOWRINGS 
MOBILITY , 


that's the place, It has the largest choice in 
ranges of Manual Chairs-Scooters-Fower 
Chairs plus any other product lines | need. 


lll give them a ring... 


The Lynx Hand Control 


The ONLY control that transfers from 
car to car. Fits if 5 minutes — removal 
takes seconds. 

Your driving freedom will cost less 
than you think. For more details call: 
Lynx Hand Control Ltd., on 01695 


573816. 
HIRE WITH EUROCAR 
WITH LYNX HAND CONTROLS 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustable massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


DO 
S 


e Free personal survey 
(no obligation) 

e New or reconditioned stairlifts 

Servicing and maintenance 

Unwanted stairlifts purchased 

Branches nationwide 

For Sale: Electric Scooters, Bath lifts, 

and General Equipment 

for disabled people 


Telephone: 
0181-861 2370 
or (01276) 856060 
for nearest branch 


We are approved agents for: 


GREETINGS CARDS 
— HOME SHOPPING SERVICE 


Lovely cards sensibly priced. One pack = 4 b/day 
(F) 1 b/day, (Male), 1 get well, 1 blank, price £5 
inc p&p, allowing 28 days for delivery. Please 
return within 10 days for full refund if not satisfied. 
Cheques payable to B. BOUSTEAD and sent to: 
7 Limewood Grove, Woodlands Park, 
Wideopen, Newcastle NE13 6PU. Tel: 
(0191) 236 4787. Thank you. 


Why not purchase your books 
through our Mail Order Service? 
For a free book list please contact: 
AMEUR INTERNATIONAL 
PO Box 116, Woodford Green, 
Essex IG8 7LB 
Tel: 0181 559 0852 Fax: 0181 559 0843 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build cots and Beds For Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


Extra Strong Playpens. 
cts 
New Prod 


Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 
High Quality Fair Prices. 

Information Phone 01993 842885 


WHEELCHAIR RAMPS/CLAMPS £50. Suit- 
able for van. Tel: (01257) 278147. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE. Brotherwood conver- 
sion. C Reg. 75,000 miles. £5,500. Tel: 
0181-959 2101 (NW London). 


SLEEPEEZEE ADJUSTABLE BED (single). As 
new. Half shop price: £1,000 ono. Could 
deliver. Tel: 0181-393 5160 (Surrey). 


BOOSTER TOWN AND COUNTRY three 
wheel electric scooter. Puncture proof 
tyres. Battery charger. £900. Tel: (01908) 
230317 (Milton Keynes). 


CHEETAH POWER WHEELCHAIR 
indoor/outdoor. £1,500. Tel: (01705) 
550233 (Hants). 


BOOSTER ELECTRIC SCOOTER. New bat- 
teries and serviced regularly. £500 ono. 
Tel: (01923) 230907. 


ORION 1.6 GHIA automatic. D reg. MOT 
January ’97. Hand controls. Sunroof. 
Radio cassette player. Very good condi- 
tion. £900. Tel: (01745) 334426. 


VESSA VISION SCOOTER. Good condition. 
Hardly used. Lights, indicators, battery 
charger. Fast sale wanted. £350. Tel: 
0171-739 0515 (London). 


SUNGIFT 300 MOBILITY vehicle. Excellent 
condition. £1,600 ovno. Tel: (01483) 
810238 (Surrey). 


BATRICAR DELUXE 12VLT with weather 
proof cabin. Immaculate 


£1,200. Tel: (01246) 822863. 


condition. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR LIFT. Fits rear or 
side door of van or camper. £550. Tel: 
(01869) 243039 (after Spm). 


ADJUSTABLE SINGLE BED. Unused. Elec- 
tric hand control. Cost £1,200. Accept 
£600 ono. Tel (evenings/weekends): 
0181-644 3822 (Surrey). 


VESSA TREKKA FOUR wheel electric 
scooter. Two speeds. 4-8 mph for road or 
pavement. Kerb climber, weather proof 
cape and automatic charger. £700. Tel 
(Mon-Fri after 7pm): 0181-698 5327 
(Kent). 


ROHO CUSTOM AIR flotation cushion. 
Brand new. Still boxed with pump, repair 
kit, instructions. £100 ono. Tel (pm best): 
0181-391 2595 (Surrey). 


BLUE FORD ESCORT LXH. Reg 1991. Excel- 
lent condition. Fitted with Constables lift 
and carchair. MOT March. 36,000 miles. 
£6,995 ono. May sell chair and lift sepa- 
rately. Tel: (01704) 29313 (Merseyside). 


BEC SCORPIO ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Good condition. £475. Lightweight man- 
ual wheelchair. Good condition. £225. 
Tel: (01234) 213877 (Bedford). 


THIGH LIFTER made by Hodges. Suits 
most cars. Helps to standing position. 
£250. Contact Glenys on tel: (01603) 
738077 (Norwich). 


ORTHOKINETIC 2745 RECLINER. Indepen- 
dent back and foot control electric 3501b 
lift. Purchased £1,265. Eight months old. 
Perfect condition. Accept £860 ono. Vir- 
tually unused. Tel: (01203) 592911 
(Coventry). 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER “CHAIRMAN”. 3 
litre. Power assisted steering. Automatic. 
J reg. 80,000 miles. Left hand drive. One 
owner from new. Excellent condition. 
RAC report available. Seats seven or five 
plus wheelchair. £12,500. Tel: (01253) 
891576. 


sLeicester 
University 
Department of Adult Education 
Richard Attenborough Centre for Disability and the Arts 


ORGANISING TUTOR FOR MUSIC 
Ref: A5081 


ORGANISING TUTOR FOR 


DANCE/DRAMA 
(Half-time) 
Ref: A5082 


Applications are invited for the above posts in the new Richard 
Attenborough Centre. This Centre, which is fully accessible will provide 
an exciting new range of arts opportunities within a University context and 
will give priority to users with disabilities. Both posts are tenable for a 
period of two years from September 1996 or as soon as possible thereafter. 


Applicants should have an academic background, with a relevant degree or 
equivalent qualification. Applications from people with disabilities are 
welcome. Selection will be based on merit. 


Initial salary, dependent upon qualifications and experience, will be on the 
Lecturer Grade A scale £15,154 to £19,848 pa (pro rata) (under review). 


Further particulars and an application form are available from the 
Personnel and Planning Office (Academic Appointments), University 
of Leicester, University Road, Leicester LE1 7RH, telephone (0116) 
252 2758, Minicom (0116) 252 5002. The closing date for applications is 
24 August 1996. Please quote the appropriate reference. 


Towards equal opportunities 


@Hackney Chief Executive's Office 


RECRUITING 
QUALITY 
PEOPLE FOR 
QUALITY 
SERVICES 


Sheltered Placement 
Scheme Supervisor 


Scale 6 (funded by the Employment Services) 
£17,586 - £18,615 p.a. incl LW 
This post is reserved for disabled applicants. 


Hackney Council’s Disability Equality Unit wishes to 
recruit a disabled person to support people with learning 
difficulties on the Council’s Sheltered Placement 
Scheme. This scheme funds integrated work 
opportunities for disabled people who would otherwise 
not work in open employment, and is an important 
component of the Council’s commitment to employing 


disabled staff. 


You will liaise with external organisations, negotiate with 
managers to identify suitable jobs, and give on-the-job 
training to workers on the scheme and their colleagues. 
You will help to resolve staff relations problems and will 
support Sheltered Workers with job-related skills when 
necessary. You will also assist the Scheme Manager in 
monitoring and allocating the annual grant budget. 

The ideal candidate will have a thorough grounding in 
Disability Equality, will have worked as an enabler with 
people with learning difficulties, and will have personal 
expertise in employment and staff relations. 

For an application form please voice/minicom on 
0181 525 3130 or you can write to Disability Equality 
Unit, Room 38, Hackney Town Hall, Mare Street, 
London E8 1EA. Please quote ref: 2DUZ/112/DN. 


Closing date: 5pm 19 August 1996. 


Interview date: week commencing 14 September 1996. 


All applications for jobs are considered on merit, with equal opportunities for women, 
black and ethnic minorities, lesbians and gay men and people with disabilities. Job share 


applications are welcomed with or without a partner. 


London Borough of 
+ Hackney 


BOOSTER SPIRIT 3 electric scooter. 12 
months old. Charger. Cost £1,570. 
Accept £900. Tel: (01745) 856661 (North 
Wales). 


RENAULT TRAFFIC. K reg. 30,000 miles. 
Five seats. Anchorage for two 
wheelchairs. Lower floor ramp. £5,900. 


Photo on request. Tel: (01323) 482656 
(East Sussex). 


FIAT FIORINO TRAVELLER. G_ teg. 


Below average mileage. Windows, 
winch, entry by ramp at rear. 
£2,750 ono. Tel: (01642) 595586 


(Middlesbrough). 


Disabilitynow August 1996 


30 Classified 


The Commission is an equal 
opportunities employer. We 
welcome applications from men 
and women of any race, religious 
beliefs, marital status and 


sexual orlentation, or people 


wS 


COMMISSION FOR 
RACIAL EQUALITY 


The Commission for Racial Equality is working for a just society which gives 
everyone an equal chance to live, learn and work free for discrimination and 
prejudice and from fear of racial harassment and violence. 


PRINCIPAL LEGAL OFFICERS - LITIGATION 


Manchester 
Two Year Fixed Term Contract 
Starting salary: £25,392 per annum 


The Commission for Racial Equality 
was established under The Race 
Relations Act 1976 with the duties 
of working towards the elimination 
of racial discrimination, promoting 
equality of opportunity and good 
race relations between persons of 
different racial groups and keeping 
the work of the Act under review. 
An opportunity exists within the 
Litigation & Complaints Standards 
Department in the Commission for 
a Principal Litigation Officer. 

The Commission is seeking a 
“hands-on” litigator to manage a 
varied and interesting caseload. 
You will be a Solicitor, or Barrister 
with experience of handling 
litigation, and providing clear, 
practical legal advice in race 
relations, or a similar socio-legal field. 


Litigation experience is essential 


as is a working knowledge of the 
Race Relations Act. 

Benefits include twenty five days’ 
paid holiday and ten and a half 
public and privilege holidays, plus 
an interest free season ticket loan. 


For a job description and 


.an application form please 


telephone 0171 932 5235, and 
leave a message on our 
answerphone, quoting job 
reference No. 92 or write to: The 
Commission for Racial Equality, 
Human Resource Management, 
Elliot House, 10/12 Allington Street, 
London SW1E 5EH. 

Closing date: 16th August 1996. 
We hope to complete the 
shortlisting process by 
23rd August 1996, and to 
hold interviews in the week 


“commencing 27th August 1996. 


LEGAL ASSISTANTS/CLERKS 
LITIGATION DEPARTMENT 


3 LONDON 
Salary: £13,500 


Applications are invited for One 
Year Fixed Term Posts for Legal 
Assistants/Clerks in the Litigation 
Department of the Commission. 
There are 7 posts in total. 


Legal Assistants/Clerks will be 
working with and under the 
supervision of Principal Litigation 
Officers who are engaged in the 
conduct of cases, on behalf of 
individuals granted assistance by 
the Commission in claims of racial 
discrimination. Officers have 
conduct of heavy and varied 
caseloads. Successful candidates 
will have excellent communication 
and interpersonal skills; familiarity 
with litigation procedures at 
industrial tribunals and county 
courts and a_= reasonable 
understanding of the context and 
effects of racial discrimination 
on individuals. 


It is essential for applicants to 
have passed the Legal Practice 
Course or Bar Finals, or be a 
qualified Legal Executive. The 
Law Society does not recognise 
these posts as trainee solicitor 


2 MANCHESTER 
£12,000 


2 BIRMINGHAM 
£12,000 fully inc. 


positions but may in the exercise 
of its discretion, upon application 
by individuals, give credit towards 
training requirements. The Bar 
Council may or may not do 
likewise as experience gained in 
these posts does not meet 
pupillage requirements. 


Benefits include 22 days paid 
holiday plus 10 and a half public 
and privilege holidays, and an 
interest free season ticket loan. 


For a job description and 
an application form please 
telephone 0171 932 5283, and 
leave a message on our 
answerphone, quoting job 
reference No. 94 or write to: The 
Commission for Racial Equality, 
Human Resource Management, 
Elliot House, 10/12 Allington 
Street, London SW1E 5EH. 


Closing date: 16th August 1996. 


We hope to complete the 
shortlisting process by 
23rd August 1996, and to hold 
interviews in the week commen- 
cing 2nd September 1996. 


FREELANCE TRAINERS 
IN CUSTOMER SERVICE 


In association with the Holiday Care Service, the English Tourist Board is creating a major 
new training initiative designed to improve customer service to those with any form of 


special or specific need. 


The one-day course for those in tourism will be highly proactive for participants, and will 
need to be delivered by professionally qualified trainers who can respond to the challenge. 


We are looking to engage at least 11 such trainers across the country, each able to respond 
to the freelance demands of Training Managers at each English Regional Tourist Board. 


Applications are invited with preference given to those who have gained, 
or are working towards, NVQ assessor qualifications. 


Full CVs should be posted to: Training and Business Support, English Tourist Board, 
Thames Tower, Black’s Road, Hammersmith, London W6 9EL. 


The closing date for applications is Monday 9th September and interviews will take place later that month. 
Successful candidates will be expected to complete trainer training in October 


for which only expenses will be paid. 


© Tore Board aa) 


THE STATUTORY TOURIST BOARD FOR ENGLAND 


eS ee ee eee eee ae 
Housing Officers 
3 posts (Sittingbourne and Faversham) 


£13,907 — £17,700 (Pay review pending) 
plus essential user car allowance 


About Swale Housing Association 

Swale Housing Association is a highly successful and developing organisation which 
currently manages over 7,000 homes for rent. The Association places a high value on 
the involvement of tenants in the continuing improvement of its services. 


About the Job 


Several opportunities have arisen for the appointment of Housing Officers to join our 

friendly, hard working and dedicated housing teams. 

You will be responsible for the provision of a high quality housing management service 

to a patch of approximately 500 properties. This will involve the recovery of rent arrears, 

applicant visits and estate management. 

You will have: 

@ an enthusiastic approach to work 

@ a commitment to the highest standard of customer care — 

@ an ability to deal with tenancy matters sensitively and promptly and be able to handle 
difficult situations and interviews 

@ good organisational skills and be able to work under pressure and prioritise your 


workload 
@ preferably a year’s experience in a social housing environment 
Applicants must have access to personal transport. 
If you would like to know more, please call 01795 431134 ex 234 for an application form 
and information pack. 
Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is 5.00p.m. on Thursday, 8th 
August, 1996. Interviews will be held during the week commencing 12th August, 1996. 


The Association welcomes applications from all sections of the community and operates 
a no smoking policy throughout its offices. 


60 Bell Road me oS 


YY 

“jes Sittingbourne is 

AE Kent ME10 4HE swale housing association 
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Swale Housing Association - Putting Tenants First 


GREATER MANCHESTER 
COALITION OF DISABLED 
PEOPLE DISABILITY ACTION 
TRAINING PROJECT 


CO-ORDINATOR 


Scale 6 (spc 26-28) £15,375-£16,404 pro-rata. 30 hours per week. 
The DAT Project provides training to organisations from all sectors and 
organises free training for disabled people, on a national basis. We are 
looking for someone who has the skills to co-ordinate, organise and develop 
a project, ‘generate income’ and the skills to deliver training. GMCDP offers 
in return an exciting opportunity to develop your skills and experience and 
the opportunity to co-ordinate a dynamic and innovative project. 

Black disabled people are particularly encouraged to apply as they are 
currently under represented in our organisation. Job sharers are also 
encouraged to apply. 

Closing date: Friday 16th August. 

Interviews: Tuesday 27th August. 


For a recruitment pack please contact the GMCDP office on 

0161 273 5154 (voice and text) or by writing to 

GMCDP, Carisbrooke, Wenlock Way, Gorton, Manchester M12 5LF. 
Stating your preferred format. 


Trainers . 


DEVELOPMENT & TRAINING 
CONSULTANTS 


INVITATION TO JOIN ISLINGTON COUNCIL’S 
APPROVED LIST OF TRAINERS 


Corporate Development & Training, Chief Executive’s Department is 
seeking to expand its Approved List of freelance consultants and trainers. 


We are looking for people who have a strong commitment to quality, who 
have imagination and can work positively and creatively with a diverse 
workforce. The areas in which we require services are: 

®@ Customer Care 

@ NVQS 

@ CCT 

@ Finance 

@ Manual Worker Development 

®@ Recruitment & Selection 

®@ Appraisal & Performance Management 

@ Equality 

@ Management Development 

® Organisational Development 


All applicants must demonstrate the ability and commitment to support our 
Equal Opportunities Policy and the ability to help us achieve our strategic 
objective and core principles. 

Please leave a message on our answering machine - 0171 477 2593 
— for an application pack. 

Completed applications must be received by 19th September 1996. Short- 
listed applicants will be invited to interview. Interviews will take place 
between October 1996 and March 1997. If successful your name will then 
be placed on our Approved List. 


We are keen to ensure that our Approved List includes people from all races, both 
sexes, people with disabilities, lesbians and gay men. 


Disabilitynow August 1996 


Classified 31 


HAMPSHIRE USERS BUREAU 


‘enabling users to have greater involvement in all decisions 


DP-EVH Co-ordinator 
(Salary £16,000 per annum) 
Registered Charity No. 1048748 


E-mail: John@evhl.demon.co.uk 


The Disabled People’s Electronic Village Hall is a training organisation run 
by a management committee of disabled people. The emphasis of the project 
is to enable disabled people to access computer equipment in order to 
improve employment opportunities. 

We wish to appoint a full-time Co-ordinator on a temporary contract, 
subject to continuing funding. (We will be happy to consider a secondment). 
We expect the successful candidate to have: 

* Personal experience of disability 

x Experience of managing a project and budgetary control 

x Experience of organising training courses 

* Preferably fluency in another European language 

* Experience of computer applications, eg WP, DTP 

Pleasé write for an application pack to, or telephone 01924 453502, 

The DP-EVH, Town Hall Way, Dewsbury, 
West Yorkshire WF12 8EQ 


The closing date for completed application forms 
is Friday 16 August. 


SUPPORTED BY 


Kirklees 


have the following vacancies: 


Development Worker 

Salary £14,180 (S.O.1 pt 29) inc. olw, for a 28 hour week. Ref: DW1 
WEFAD are looking for a disabled person to work as our Development Worker. 
You must have experience of carrying out development and outreach work, 
including supporting user-controlled groups. Current development work priorities 
include work with disabled parents and people with a visual impairment. You 
must be able to demonstrate an awareness of disability issues and an 
understanding of the various concerns of disabled people from different 
communities. Experience of producing newsletters (including design and layout), 
articles and reports is essential. Some experience of using Windows 3.1 or Win- 
dows 95 and Word 6 would be an advantage. Interviews will be held week begin- 
ning 9th September. Information about this post is available on tape. 


Development Worker 
(Deaf Community 


Salary £5,687 (Grade 6 pt 27) inc. olw, for 12 hours a week. Ref: DDW2 
WFAD are looking for a Deaf or partially deaf person who is a BSL user to work 
as a Development Worker for the Deaf community. You will work to support and 
develop the Deaf Image Group in Waltham Forest and to support local deaf 
people to gain access to services. You must have an ability to organise meetings 

_ (including booking rooms, informing members about meetings, etc). Some 
experience of producing publicity and information is essential. You must also 
have an understanding of Deaf culture. You must be able to work with Deaf 
people in a way that encourages them to express their views and develop their 
skills. Interviews will be held on 17th September. 


WFAD is an organisation of disabled people, and we particularly welcome 
applications from disabled people from black and ethnic minority commu- 
nities. 


The closing date for applications for both posts is 12 noon on Friday 23rd 
August 1996. For an information pack and application form, please contact: 
WFAD, Units 13/14 Alpha Business Centre, South Grove, Walthamstow, 
London E17 7NX. Tel: 0181 509 0812 (voice) or 0181 223 0359 (minicom). 


Please quote the reference number for the post. WFAD’s office is fully 
accessible. If you would like an informal discussion about either post please 
contact Karen Edmunds on the above numbers. 


WFAD is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


ASSISTANT PRODUCT MANAGER 


With your commercial awareness we won’t lose the shirts off our backs! 


Northampton 


There is a unique and very special work culture at Levi’s. 
Firmly committed to the ethical way we do business, we 
want our people to feel respected, fairly treated, listened 
to and involved. If you share these values and have a 
desire for knowledge, we offer a great deal of scope for 


career and personal development. 


Leading Introduction Agency 
requires 


TELEPHONIST 


to work from home — full training given. 
Would suit person with good telephone 
manner who enjoys talking to people. 
South East based. 


Elite Introductions 
01494 794200 


affecting their lives’ 
requires 


DEVELOPMENT AND 
INFORMATION OFFICER 


Is this you? 
@ committed to user participation 


@ have experience/knowledge and understanding of the main issues 
concerning current Care Legislation 

@ have experience in developing networks 

@ skilled and proven ability in managing your own workload 

@ excellent administration skills including development of databases 

@ a good communicator 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
please contact the 
Advertisement Man- 
ager, Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Limited, 
12 Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU. Tel: 0171- 
252 1362. Fax: 0171-237 
8019. 


If your answer to this is YES, then we would like to hear from YOU! 


Term of Contract Currently funded to August 1998 

Hours P/T 20 hours per week 

Salary SO1 17055-18717 pro rata (9,219 pa) 

Closing date 16th August (applications MUST be received by/on this date) 


For an application form and information package please write to: 


HUB, Beaconsfield House, Andover Road, Winchester, Hants $022 6AT 
N.B. NO CV’s will be accepted. 


DEADLINES FOR SEPTEMBER ISSUE: booking by 9 
August, camera ready artwork/copy by 13 August. 


ACTORS WANTED FOR 
~SPECIFIC NEEDS TRAINING 


The English Tourist Board, in association with the Holiday Care Service, 
is creating a training programme designed to improve customer service levels 
; for people with many forms of disability. 


We require up to 12 actors and actresses to appear in an accompanying video, 
which will be recorded at different locations across the country. 


As well as commissioning wheelchair users, we also wish to engage those with 
sensory disabilities. Auditions will be held in West London on Wednesday 4th September 
and up to four days recording will be between mid-September to mid-October. 


Applications are welcome from professional actors with long term physical 
or sensory disabilities. 


Details of past experience should be posted to: 
Training and Business Support, English Tourist Board, 
Thames Tower, Black’s Road, Hammersmith, London W6 9EL. 


® English é 
Tourist Board 


THE STATUTORY TOURIST BOARD FOR ENGLAND 


CO-ORDINATOR 


required for Redbridge Living Options in 

Progress. L.O. is an active voluntary 

organisation led by people with physical 

and/or sensory disabilities. We are currently 

involved in a number of innovative projects. 

We require a Co-ordinator for: 20 hrs p/w x 

52 wks p/a, salary scale SO2 pro-rata. 

The successful applicant will have: 

@ Experience of development and 
management work 

@ A personal experience of physical or 
sensory disability 

@ A high level of self motivation 

For job description, application form and 

further details, please contact: 

Redbridge Living Options, 

33 Bramston Close, Hainault, Ilford, 

Essex IG6 3DU. Tel: (0181) 502 6566 


Closing date for applications: 15th August 1996 
We welcome applications from all sections of 


£competitive + bonus + benefits 


analytical skills. An excellent communicator you must 
have the presence and flair to present effectively at all 
levels to both external and internal groups. 


In return we offer a competitive salary and benefits 
package plus an attractive bonus scheme. 


You'll be working on our knitted and woven top range 
where we have a new product injection 6 times per year. 
Reporting to the Senior Product Manager, you will play an 
important part in creative development and range 
selection including analysis of relevant data from 
consumers, customers and our sales force. Underlying 
this at all times will be the commercial implications of 
your actions. 


Of graduate calibre ideally in a fashion/textile related 
discipline, you must have at least two years 
jeans/casualwear experience coupled with strong 


® 
QUALITY NEVER GOES OUT OF STYLE 


This assignment is being handled by Delancey Consulting 
and requires the completion of an application form, so in 
the first instance please telephone 01908 210044 or 
write to Delancey Consulting, Tickford House, Silver 
Street, Newport Pagnell MK16 OEX. Closing date for 
completed application forms is Friday 23rd August. Quote 
reference DC 1417/DN. 


Levi Strauss is an Equal Opportunities Employer and 
positively welcomes applications from women and men 
regardless of racial, ethnic or national origin, disabilities 


or age. 


Delancey Consulting 
Search and Selection 


the community. 


LEEDS CITY COUNCIL 


Inter-Agency Project 


Development Worker — 
disabled women 

3 Year Fixed Term Contract 
$01 £17,055 — £18,180 pro rata (18.5 hours) 
Leeds Inter-Agency Project aims to improve ser- 
vices from all agencies to women experiencing 
violence from men they know. 
To develop work with disabled women and raise 
awareness amongst agencies. 
Disabled women only need apply. 
Section 7(2) of the Sex Discrimination Act applies. 
Application forms and job descriptions may be 
obtained from the Personnel Section, Support Ser- 
vices Division, 4th Floor, Civic Hall, Leeds LS1 
4UR. Telephone (0113) 2474787. 

Closing Date 6th September 1996 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY. THE 
CITY COUNCIL ENCOURAGES A NO SMOKING POLICY 


Post suitable for job sharing 


Disabilitywow August 1996 
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